Asezimautul Cubtural - Religios
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si istoria unui om peutru istorie: Barbu Cetargiu

Asezamantul Cultural - Religios de la
Maia-Catargi a dobandit rapid faima si
interes cultural, stiintific, istoric si religios : : : : :
datoriti unor elemente cu caracter de Comuna Maia este situatd in N-V judetului Ialomita, la 100 km de

unicitate prin care poate fi definit. Este Slobozia, 30 km. de Urziceni, 50 km. de Bucuresti si de Ploiesti. Desi pe
primul si singurul muzeu cu un profil teritoriul comunei Maia, prin cercetdri de suprafatd s-au descoperit urmele
complementar de 0 asemenea naturd, in care | unei asezari geto-dacice , pe un areal de aproape 2 ha, totusi prima atestare
se valorificd unitar, atit patrimoniul cultural documentard este dinl8 septembrie 1618, Intr-un hrisov de pe vremea lui
“Intarea ocind din camp si din padure si din apa”, pe

si istoric local, cat si cel religios, prin Gavrila Movild, care gD
existenta spatiilor de expunere muzeald, dar care le primise ca recompensd de la Radu Serban pentru “ credincioasa
si a bisericii de cult ortodox “Adormirea slujba in tari straine si cu varsare de sange™. : e
Maicii Domnului”. In secolul al X VIII - lea mosia Maia ajunge in proprietatea Filipestilor.

In acelasi timp, asezimantul de la Maia
este destinat sd repuna pe soclul
recunostintei nationale o personalitate
emblematica a istoriei Romaniei, Barbu
Catargiu, intdiul prim-ministru al
Romaniei Unite, considerat de majoritatea
istoricilor ca principalul ideolog al doctrinei
conservatoare din tara noastra si unul dintre
cei mai straluciti oratori  ai vremii sale.
Locul deosebit pe care 1-a ocupat mosia Maia
in viata lui Barbu Catargiu este demonstrat
de “Testamentul”sau olograf, datat ianuarie
1858, 1n care scria: “(...) imi e foarte greu a
ma hotari sd las in mdini strdine $i prin urma

mi-am fost petrecut cei mai veseli ani ai
copilariei mele i ai vietii mele, unde se afla
ingropat tata-meu §i unde poate md voi afla
si eu(...)”. Dorinta sa testamentard va fi
respectatd, intdiul Prim-ministru al
Romaniei aflandu-si odihna de veci in
Biserica "Adormirea Maicii Domnului"
din Maia.




The Cultural-Religious Exidblislum.eni
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and the history of o history man: Barbu Cotargiu

3i€ The Cultural — Religious Settlement
from Maia - Catargiu rapidly gained fame
and cultural, scientific, historical and The commune Maia is situated in the N-V of Talomita County, 100 km
religious interest due to some unique off Slobozia, 30 km. off Urziceni, 50 km. off Bucharest and off Ploiesti.
elements that define it. It is the first and the Although on the territory of commune Maia, after surface researches
only museum with complementary profile discovered traces of a Geto-Dacic settlement, on an area of almost 2 ha,
of such nature, in which is valorized, in an : the first documentary attestation is from 18 September 1618. An uric
unitary way, both the local historical and dating from Gavrild Movild, “strengthened a property from plain and
cultural patrimony, and the religious one, forest and water”, that he received as a reward from Radu Serban for
thanks to the existence of the museum “faithful services in foreign countries and with bloodshed”.
exposition spaces and to the Orthodox In the XVIII century, the estate from Maia became a property of the
church “Assumption of the Virgin”. Filipesti.
In the same time, the settlement from
Maia is destined to replace on the national
recognition pedestal an emblematic
personality in the Romanian history, Barbu
Catargiu, the Prime-minister of the United
Principalities. Most of the historians
consider him the main ideologist of the
conservative doctrine in our country and
one of the most brilliants orators of his
times. The special place that the estate from
Maia had in Barbu Catargiu's life is
demonstrated by his holograph “Will”,
dated January 1858, in which he wrote: “
(...) it is very hard for me to decide to
abandon in foreign hands and to
devastation and ruin the estate where [
spent the most cheerful years of my
childhood and of my life, where my father is
buried and maybe, later, myself (...)”. His
testamentary will was respected, the first
Prime-Minister of Romania finding his
eternal peace in the Church “Assumption of
the Virgin” from Maia.




Descendent al unei familii muntene, ai caror membri au
ocupat permanent dregdtorii la Curtea Domneascd, Stefan
Catargiu, tatal lui Barbu Catargiu, a preluat de la Pana Filipescu
mosia Maia, castelul cu acareturile, biserica si conacul.

Conform ,,Marelui Dictionar Geografic al Romaniei, 1898
—1902* al lui George loan Lahovari din 1901 si ,,Dictionarului
Geografic al judetului Vlasca (Gorju, Ilfov, Valcea, Falciu,
Oltu)*, vol.3, 1890-1895, la sfarsitul sec.al XIX-lea, comuna
Maia se intindea pe 2102 ha, din care “ Doamna Ecaterina B.
Catargiu si principele G. Bibescu au 1295 ha si locuitorii (1175
de locuitori, cu 267 de gospodarii. n.n.) 807 ha.” in amandoua
documentele se precizeaza cd ,,L.a Maia este un Institut de fete,
fondatiune a d-lui Barbu Catargiu®.

Institutul de Fete “Barbu Catargiu”
de la Maia

In,, Testamentul* olograf, Barbu Catargiu mentiona ca: “avind
in vedere duhul de hrapire §i de nedreptate ce stapdaneste in lume gi
mai cu seama insufld pe rudele nesdtioase ale celor incetati din
viata”(...) lasd sotiei sale, Ecaterina Virginia (nidscuta
Palavicini), ca parte de avere, “mosia Maia”, iar daca fiica sa
Marita “se va casatori cu vr-un barbat din familiile de seama ei
rumdne sau moldovene mosia Maia si casele se vor mosteni dupd
incetarea din viata a sotiei mele de unul din fiii ei de parte
bérbateascd”(...). In conditiile in care “fiica mea Marita se va
casatori cu vr-un strain de neam §i de alt rit decat ritul tarii
noastre, atunci cele mai sus acareturi vor sluji pentru infiintarea
unui pansionat de fete din familiile insemnate dar scapatate din
Tara Romdneasca si Moldova”, pension care “va fi supt ingrijirea
varului meu logofat Costin Catargiu din Moldova (...) §i se va tine
vara la mogsia Maia si iarna la Bucuresti”.

Casatoria fiice sale Marita, in anul 1859, cu un strain — Louis
Béclard, consulul general al Frantei la Bucuresti, “cu voea lui
Dumnezeu §i a mea blagoslovenie” , il va determina pe Barbu
Catargiu sa faca un codicil la testament, datat si semnat la 24
ianuarie 1858, prin care “mosia Maia singurd ramdne §i socotesc
indestula pentru infiintarea pansionului proiectat acolo”, dar sa si
stabileascd “femeile principale, dupa care as dori sa se infiinteze
zisul sezamdnt de binefacere”.

Printre conditiile si principiile frecventarii pensionului erau acelea ca tinerele sa aiba cel putin sapte ani, sa fie din “familii
scapatate”, orfane §i “fara cea mai micd stare”. Prin pension se urmarea “‘formarea unor femei de moralitate §i de stiinta care
iesind de acolo cu diplomele lor sd poata impragstia lumina invataturii si principurile de moralitate in sanul societdtii noastre”.
Dupa terminarea pensionului, absolventele primeau “diplomele cuvenite” si ““ cate lei doud mii (o datd iar nu pa ani) pentru
intampinarea celor dintdi trebuinte pana la casatorie .

Indeplinind dorinta testamentari a lui Barbu Catargiu,
pensionul, sub denumirea de Institutul de fete “Barbu
Catargiu”, s-a infiintat in anul 1890. Din initiativa lui Leon
Béclard, nepotul lui Barbu Catargiu, Parlamentul
Romaniei a adoptat in decembrie 1899, iar prin Decretul
Regal nr. 130/8 ianuarie 1900 au fost promulgate Legea
Maia si Statutele Institutului de Fete “Barbu Catargiu”,
care s-au publicat in Monitorul Oficial nr.232 din 16/28
ianuarie 1900. Adunarea Deputatilor le-a votat in sedinta
din 1 decembrie 1899, cu unanimitatea de 83 de voturi, in
timp ce Senatul le-a votat pe 19 decembrie 1899, cu 70 de
voturi pro si unul impotriva. Este de retinut ca in “Legea
Maia”, la art.Il, Leon Béclard este amintit ca “stranepotul
fondatorului Barbu Catargiu”, in timp ce in “Statutele
Institutului de fete “Barbu Catargiu”, la punctul I se face
vorbire despre “prea iubitului meu bun (bunic-n.n.),
fericitul intru pomenire Barbu Catargiu”.
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Descendent of a Walachia family, whose members
permanently occupied high offices at the Princely Court, Stefan
Catargiu, Barbu Catargiu's father, took over from Pana
Filipescu the estate Maia, the castle with the dependencies, the
church and the mansion.

According to George loan Lahovari's “Great Geographic
Dictionary of Romania, 1898 — 1902” from 1901 and to “The
Geographic Dictionary of Vlagca County ( Gorju, Ilfov, Valcea,
Falciu, Oltu)”, vol.3, 1890-1895, at the end of the XIX-lea
century, commune Maia stretched over 2102 ha, from which
“Lady Ecaterina B. Catargiu and prince G.Bibescu have 1295
ha and the inhabitants (1175 inhabitants, with 267 farms. n.n.)
807 ha.” Both documents, mentions that “At Maia there is a
Girl's Institute, founded by Lady Barbu Catargiu”.

The Girl’s Institute ,,Barbu Catargiu“
from Maia

In his holographic will, Barbu Catargiu was mentioning that
“considering the tendency to steal and do injustices that reign in the
world, which is particularly strong at the insatiable relatives of those
who passed away” (...) he bequeathed to his wife, Ecaterina
Virginia (maiden name Palavicini), as a part of the legacy, ,,the
Maia estate”, and if his daughter Marita ,, will marry with a man
from a Romanian or Moldavian family as good as hers, the Maia
estate and the houses will be inherited by one of her male children,
after my wife will die”’(...). ,,If my daughter will marry a stranger of a
different nation or religion than the religion of our country, then the
outbuildings aforementioned will be used to start up an academy for
young ladies which come from the nobles but poor families from
Walachia and Moldavia”, college which ,,will be under the care of my
cousin, chancellor Costin Catargiu from Moldavia (...)and the
classes will be held during summer at Maia estate and, during the
winter, in Bucharest”.

The marriage of his daughter, Marita, in 1859 with a stranger -
Louis Béclard, general consul of France in Bucharest, made ,,with
god's will and my blessing > will determine Barbu Catargiu to add a
codicil to his will, dated and signed on January 24 th 1858, through
which, ,, only Maia estate will be left, and I think it's enough to found
there the projected boarding school” but which also establish ,,the
fundamental principles according to which I'd wish the
aforementioned charity institute to be made .

Among the conditions and principles of going to the boarding school there were that the young girls should be at least 7 years old,
to be from ,,declined families”, orphans and ,,completely poor”. The school was meant to ,.form women of a high culture and
morality, which would be able to spread the light of the science and of morality among our society after finishing up theirs studies.”
After finishing the school, the graduated would get ,,the earned diplomas” and ,,two thousands lei, (only once not yearly) to face their
first needs, before theirs marriage”.

According to the legacy of Barbu Catargiu, the boarding
school, which had the name of Girl's Institute ,,Barbu
Catargiu” was founded in the year 1980. At the initiative, of
Leon Béclard the grandson of Barbu Catargiu, the Romanian
Parliament ruled, in December 1899, and through the royal
decree number 130/8 January, 1900 was promulgated the
Maia Law and the Statutes of Girl Institute “Barbu Catargiu”,
which were published in the Official Monitor number 232
from 16/28 January, 1900. The Deputy Chamber voted them
in the session of December first 1899 with an unanimity of 83
votes, while the Senate voted on December 19 1899, with 70
votes for and one against. It should be reminded that, in the
Maia Law, at article II, Leon Beclard is mentioned as ,,the
grand grandson of the founder Barbu Catargiu”, while in the
»tatutes of Girl Institute “Barbu Catargiu”, it's mentioned
,,my beloved grandfather (grandfather - n.b.), should he rest in
peace Barbu Catargiu”.




Conform acestor acte legislative, Institutul de fete “Barbu Catargiu” din
comuna Maia devenea “persoand morala”, se “aseza chiar in Castelul familiei
Catargiu, aflat pe mogia Maia”, si primea toate “veniturile mosiei Maia (...) in
deplina si de veci stapdnire”. Leon Béclard si Alexandru Costin Katargiu
administrau averea fundatiei “d-apururea §i ereditar in persoana coboratorilor
nogstri, din tatd in fiu, farda absolut nici un amestec strain familiei ”.

Admiterea fetelor in institut— 12 intr-o serie, ramanea “prerogativa absolutda
familiei respective a epitropiei, care va aprecia singurd asupra admisiunii
candidatelor”.

Dupa admitere, pe perioada cursurilor primare, elevele vor “primi crescerea §i
instructia primard, potrivit programelor in vigoare a scoalelor publice ale
Statului, in institutul de la Maia, fiind prevazute cu toate cele trebuincioase
traiului, invataturii, sanatatei, imbrdacamintei, pe cheltuiala fundatiunei”.

Toate elevele erau bursiere, studiau si erau gazduite la Institut 10 [uni pe an, iar
doud luni de vara le petreceau in familie, dar si aici plecau “cu toate cele
trebuincioase sprea a scuti pe parinti de ori-ce cheltuiala”.

Potrivit organizarii scolilor normale de fete, elevele invatau la Institut pana la
clasa a Ill-a secundara, dupa care puteau sustine exemen de admitere la scolile
normale de institutoare, pentru ca la Maia nu se putea “intrefine un personal
didactic trebuincios unui curs secundar, data fiind indepartarea localitatei de ori-
ce centru §i lipsa in partea locului a comunicatiilor pe arterele de cai ferate .

Conditiile deosebite ce se ofercau elevelor au impresionat intr-atat corpul de
inspectori format din Ortensia Racovita, Natalia Vellenu si Polina Calotescu, incat
in Raportul asupra Institutului “Barbu Catargiu” de la Maia (publicat in “Buletinul

oficial al Ministerului Cultelor si
Instructiunii Publice” din 1 iulie 1894), sa
facd urmatoarea precizare : “ ne simfim
datoare ava aduce la cunostintd impresiunile
ce noi am simfit din cercetarile facute la acea
institutiune, atdt asupra starei sale
materiale, cdt si asupra educatiunei ce se
predau intr-insa”.

Institutul era condus de doud directoare,
“domnisoarele FEufrosina gsi Virginia
Heliade-Radulescu, care pun mult
devotament i pricepere in dirigirea acestei
scoli de fete’si avea 14 eleve, care studiau :
muzica - pian $i canto, gramatica, aritmetica,
istoria, geografia, stiinte-fizica, chimia,
botanica, franceza, caligrafia, croitoria si
confectionarea de flori artificiale.

Cursurile erau sustinute de patru
profesoare si o maestra internd, a caror
pregatire era una deosebitd: orele de pian si
canto erau predate de “d-ra Aman absolventd
si laureata a conservatorului de la Praga”,
limba franceza de “d-na Chateauvert, cu
studii superioare la Paris”, “gramatica,
aritmetica, istoria, geografia, sciintele,
desenul si caligrafia” de “d-rele Prendu gi
Zamfirescu, absolvente ale Asilului Elena
Doamna”, iar croitoria §i confectionarea
florilor artificiale de “d-ra Aglae Pascu,
absolventa a gscoalei profesionale
“Reuniunea femeilor romdne”din lagi”. In
raport se mai face mentiunea cd medicul
Institutului, Caloian Bolintineanu, care
locuia in Fierbinti, sprijinea educatia
elevelor prin “regulate conferinte gi
experiente de fisicd, chimie i istorie
naturald”.

Toate aceste conditii ce erau oferite
bursierelor au facut ca “la intrebarile
adresate de comisie elevelor in cursul celor
patru sedinte de examen, copilele
raspundeau voios, fara sfiala si cu cea mai
vie emulatiune”.

Descrierea in raport a unei zile obignuite
de la Institutul “Barbu Catargiu” din Maia da
imaginea unei adevarate familii care se
constituise in acel asezamant i a unui
program care nu avea rigiditati exagerate,
unde elevele “isi indeplinesc indatoririle

fard de nici o costrangere, nu doara de frica
pedepselor ci din sentimentul natural ca
trebuie sd fie cu minte si silitoare”.

Scoala se desfasurain “clddirea cea mare
numita “Castelul Maia”, adevaratd casd
boiereasca avdnd tot confortul unei case de
orag”. Descrierea localului, care avea doua
nivele, afost facuta in detaliu, iar “pdastrarea
obiceiurilor patriarchale ale casei, pastrate
chiar §i de vechii servitori ai casei, precum §i
conservarea cu sfintenie a tuturor obiectelor,
fara a se schimba mdcar locul lor, inspira
tuturor celor care patrund in acea casd, un
simtamdnt de pietate §i de respect. Tofi cati
locuiesc, formeaza una si aceiasi familie,
unifi fiind prin legaturele unui devotement
reciproc”.



£i= According to those legislative decisions,
the Girl's Institute “Barbu Catargiu” from the
Maia village was becoming ,,person under
the law” and was situated ,.in the very own
castle of Catargiu family, in the Maia estate”,
and was receiving all ,,the earnings of Maia
estate (...) to own completely and forever”.
Leon Béclard and Alexandru Costin Katargiu
were the managers of the foundation's wealth
forever and hereditary in the person of our
descendants, from father to son, without
absolutely any interferences from anyone
outside the family”.

The admission of the girls in the institute —
12 each year, remained ,the absolute
prerogative of the family of the founder, which
alone will decide the admission of the
candidates.”

After admission, during the elementary
school, the students will ,receive the
education and elementary teachings,
according to the same curricula as those of
the public schools of the State, in addition, in
the Maia Institute receiving everything they
need in order to live, to study, to wear and to
be healthy, on the expenses of the
foundation”.

All the pupil were receiving scholarships,
they were living and studying in the Institute
for 10 months a year, and they were spending
2 months of the summer in theirs families,
but, the summer, they were leaving being
provided ,,with all they needed in order to
spare theirs parents of any expenses .

According to organization of normal
schools of girls, the students were studying
in the Institute until the I11-rd secondary class,
after which they were able to take admission
exams at the normal schools of teachers,
because, at Maia it was impossible to
»Support the teaching staff needed for a
secondary school, since the village was far
away from any university center and there
weren't any railroads in those parts”.

The outstanding conditions which were
offered to the students impressed so much the
inspectors staff formed by Ortensia Racovita,
Natalia Vellenu and Polina Calotescu, that, in
the Report on “Barbu Catargiu” Institute
from Maia (published in the Official bulletin
of the Minister of Religion and Public
Schools) on first of July 1894 they made the
following statement: ,,we feel obliged to
bring to your knowledge the impressions that
we've felt while researching the
aforementioned institution in regards of both
the material state and the education which is
given there.”

The institute was lead by two Ladies
headmasters, ,,miss Eufrosina and Virginia
Heliade-Radulescu, which are very devoted
and good at managing this school for girls”
and had 14 pupils, which studied: music —
piano and canto, grammar, arithmetic,
history, geography, sciences — physics,
chemistry, botanics, French, calligraphy,
tailoring, and the craft of doing artificial
flowers.
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The classes were teach by 4 teachers and a internship master of outstanding
qualifications: the piano and canto classes where taught by ,,miss Aman, graduated
and laureate of Prague Conservatoire”, the French language was taught by ,,miss
Chateauvert, which made her long term studies in Paris, grammar, arithmetic,
history, geography, sciences, drawing and calligraphy” by miss Prendu and
Zamfirescu, graduated of the Lady Elena Shelter” and the tailoring, and the craft of
doing artificial flowers by ,,miss Aglae Pascu, graduated of the professional
school ,,Reunion of Romanian Women” from lagsi . In the report it's also
mentioned that the doctor of the Institute, Caloian Bolintineanu, resident of
Fierbinti, was supporting young lady's education by ,,regular conferences and
experiments in physics, chemistry and natural history”.

All those conditions offered to the scholars determined that ,,the girls strove to
answer joyfully, and without reticence to the questions that were asked by the
commission during the four sessions of exams”.

The description, inside the report of a regular day at the Girl Institute “Barbu
Catargiu” from Maia give us the picture of a real family which developed in that
shelter and of a schedule that had no unnecessary rigidities, where the pupils
Lfulfill theirs duties without being forced to, not just by fear of punishment but
because of the natural feeling that they need to be good and to study hard”.

The classes where taking place ,,in the big building named ,, Maia Castle”, a
real manor house which had all the comfort of a town's house”. The description of
the two level place was detailed, and ,,the keeping of the patriarchal habits of the
house, which were respected even by the old servants of the house, and the careful
preservation of all the objects, and even of theirs places, inspire deference and
piety. All those who live there form a single big family, united by the bonds of
mutual devotion”.




Raportul ofera informatii deosebite si
despre capela familiei : "pe dreapta, este o
capeld mare, cu un subteran, unde se
odihnesc ramagitele donatorilor. Aici se vad
intr-un sicriu de sticla vesmintele
insangerate ale lui Barbu Catargiu, iar
deasupra lor std infiptd in perete o veche
cruce de lemn a bisericei din Maia, care se
zice cd s-ar fi surpat de o vijelie si ar fi cazut,
tocmai in momentul cand Barbu Catargiu
era atins de gloantele ucigasului sau, pe
dealul Mitropoliei”. Aceastd consemnare
privind crucea se pastreazd in memoria
colectivitatii si astazi.

Interesante sunt si datele care privesc
comuna : “In sat mai toate casele sunt de
zid, curat tinute §i cu gradind. Fiecare
familie are vite in de ajuns, car sau caruta §i
alte acareturi. Taranii se bucurd de o
indestulare care la unii a devenit chiar
bogatie”.

Descrierea padurii si a parcului este si ea
relevanta pentru ceea ce se realizase la Maia.
Autorul proiectului nu fusese nimeni altul
decat renumitul arhitect peisagist vienez
Carl Friederich Wilhelm Meyer, cel care
realizase  Parcul Cismigiu si avea sa
innobileze  zona castelului Maia cu o
superba gradind englezeascd, 1n care
fantanile, aleile, constructiile si colectia
deosebitd de material dendrologic
constituiau o atractie deosebita. Doi arbori
exotici, din genul Sophora, se afla siacum in
curtea Asezamantului Cultural — Religios de
la Maia, fiind declarati monument al naturii.

Asezat 1anga vechiul drum al postei care
ducea de la Bucuresti spre Moldova, castelul
de la Maia, cu 52 de camere, cu lampadare
din argint masiv, cu podele de lemn ca o
tabla de sah, a fost de multe ori loc de popas
si de intdlnire a boierilor care puneau la cale
treburi politice sau a celor care veneau in
promenada. De altfel, pe 6 iunie 1862, cu
douad zile inainte de asasinarea sotului ei,
Ecaterina Catargiu pleca la Maia spre a
pregati primirea deputatilor din Moldova
care se intorceau in 2-3 zile de la lucrarile
Camerei, iar drumul lor trecea pe la Maia.
Barbu Catargiu era adeptul promovarii unor
asemenea intalniri, dincolo de cadrul oficial,
deoarece ele intareau legaturile politice si
amicale, prin conversatii libere si destinse,
eliberate de conventii rigide, prin acele clipe
de multumire sufleteasca traite In casa unui
prieten.

Din pacate, “pustierea si darapanarea”
castelului familiei Catargiu de la Maia, de
care s-a temut atat de mult Barbu Catargiu,
aveau sa inceapa cu anul 1950, cand castelul
a fost nationalizat, apoi ruinat si distrus in
perioada comunistd. N-au ramas din el decat
ruinele hrubelor aflate la subsolul castelului
si care astazi sunt in stadiul de conservare,
precum si o parte din parcul dendrologic.

Uiata si moattea mazelui

om politic athu Catatgiu

Personalitate emblematica din istoria Romaniei, dar
putin cunoscuta de contemporanietatea noastra, Barbu
Catargiu s-anascutla 26 octombrie 1807, la Bucuresti, ca

fiu al marelui vornic Stefan Catargiu si al Titei (Stanca)
Vdcarescu, fiica banului Barbu Viacéarescu. Erau descendenti ai unei vechi si
mari familii muntene, amintitd de Cantemir in “Descriptio Moldaviae”, in
forma Catardziesti i atestata documentar in anul 1616.

De la varsta de 12 ani, Barbu Catargiu a urmat Scoala greceasca de la
Magureanu, avand o aplecare deosebita asupra scriitorilor eleni antici, citirea
operelor acestora fiind o preocupare permanenta.

Urmand moda vremii. a trdit noud ani (1825-1834) in strdinatate , cu
precadere la Paris, unde a facut studii temeinice de litere, drept, istorie,
economie politicd si filosofie, care vor contribui decisiv la formarea
intelectuald a viitorului om de stat.

Din aceasta perioada este de retinut Intdmplarea din anul 1830, cand,
impreuna cu varul si colegul sdu de invatatura Barbu Stirbei, a mers la o celebra
ghicitoare pariziand - Lénormand, care a prezis coroana domnitoare pentru
Stirbei si moartea prin violentd pentru Catargiu!! Predictia il va urmari in
momentele critice ale vietii!

Se spune ca, pe la 1859, cand se intorcea de la vanatoare la mogsia sa Maia si
era la numai cativa pasi de casa, caii s-au speriat §i au rasturnat trasura. Sarind
din trasurd, pusca pe care Catargiu o tinea in mana s-a descarcat, ngrozind-o pe
Ecaterina, sotia sa, care, auzind detundtura, se gdndea sa nu se fi adeverit fatala
prevestire. Catargiu, intelegdnd spaima sotiei sale, o asigura cu vorbele:
Nude asta data, Catinco!”




£t= The report also gives outstanding
information about the family chapel: ,,on
the right there is a big chapel, and, in the
underground cellars rest the remains of the
donors. Here, in a glass coffin, the bloody
clothes of Barbu Catargiu can be seen, and
above them, stuck in the wall there's an old
wooden cross of the Maia church, which is
said to have been crumbled by a storm and
fall in the very same moment when Barbu
Catargiu was hit by the bullets of his killer,
on Metropolitan Hill”. This mention about
the cross is kept in the collective memory
nowadays as well.

Of a great interest are also the dates
about the village: ,,In the village almost all
the houses are masoned, clean, and having
gardens. Each family had enough cattle,
cart or wagon and other agrarian tools.
The peasants are well supplied and some
ofthem even wealthy”.

The description of the forest and the
park is also relevant for the
accomplishments of Maia. The designer
was no one else but the renowned
landscape architect Carl Friederich
Wilhelm Meyer, the one that designed
Cismigiu Park, which enriched the area of
Maia Castle with a gorgeous English
garden inside which, the fountains, the
alleys, the buildings and the outstanding
collection of dendrological materials
constituted a special attraction. Two
exotics trees, from Sophora specie exist
even today in the yard of the Cultural and
Religious Establishment of Maia, being
declared monuments of the nature.

Situated near the old mail-road
Bucharest- Moldavia, the Maia castle,
having 52 rooms, solid silver lamps,
wooden floors crafted like a chess board,
was often a place to meet and rest for the
nobles which were deciding political
issues or for those who were coming to
promenade. Besides, on June 6 1862, two
days before the assassination of his
husband, Ecaterina Catargiu was leaving
toward Maia to prepare the receiving of the
Moldavian deputies which were returning
in 2-3 days from theirs Chamber session,
and theirs journey was passing through
Maia. Barbu Catargiu was a supporter of
such unofficial meeting, because they
where reinforcing the political and
friendly bonds through open and leisure
conversations, not enslaved by rigid
conventions, through those peaceful
moments lived in a friend's house.

Unfortunately, the ,,emptiness and
destruction” of the Catargiu family Castle
of Maya, of which Barbu Catargiu was so
afraid were meant to begin in the year
1950, when the castle was nationalized,
then ruined and destroyed during the
communist period. Nothing remains of it
except the ruins of the underground
cellars, which are restored today, and a part
of'the dendrological park.

(\[/le ﬂiﬁe and the end
osﬂ the geeat poﬂiticaﬂ ﬁiguz'e
ISazbu Catazgiu

Emblematic personality of Romanian history,
although he's not very known nowadays, Barbu Catargiu was
born on October 26th 1807, in Bucharest, son of the great magistrate Stefan
Catargiu and of Tita (Stanca) Vacarescu, daughter of the count Barbu
Vacarescu. They were descendants of an old and big Walachia family, which is
mentioned as Catardziesti by Cantemir in “Descriptio Moldaviae”, and
documented since the year 1616.

Barbu Catargiu went to the Greek School of Méagureanu since he was 12
years old, and was particularly attracted by the ancient Greek writers, whom
masterpieces he read all his life.

According to the customs of the times he lived outside the country for 9
years (1825-1834), most of which he spent in Paris, where he thoroughly
studied languages, law, history, political economy and philosophy, studies
which will be decisive for the intellectual formation of the future politician.

Notable from that period is the event from 1830, when, accompanied by his
cousin and colleague Barbu Stirbei, he went to a renowned Parisian
fortuneteller - Lénormand, which foreseen the crown for Stirbei and a violent
death for Catargiu!! The prediction will haunt him during the critical times of
his life!

The story said that, around the year 1859, when he was returning from
hunting at his estate from Maia, and he was in the proximity of the house, the
horses got frightened and overturned the carriage. While he jumped from the
carriage, the riffle that Catargiu was holding discharged, terrifying Ecaterina,
his wife, which, hearing the report was afraid that the fatal prediction has come
true. Understanding the fear of his wife, Catargiu, comforted her with the
words: ,,Not today, Catinco!”




Din acelasi an, implinind varsta “regulamentara” de 30 de
ani, Barbu Catargiu intra In viata publica, fiind membru in
Obsteasca Adunare a Tarii Romanesti, ca reprezentant al
judetului  Teleorman, in ciuda Tmpotrivirii Domnitorului
Alexandru Ghica. Discursul de debut in Obsteasca Adunare al
lui Barbu Catargiu, rostit in sesiunea din anul 1842, a fost un
adevarat rechizitoriu Tmpotriva administratiei Domnitorului
Alexandru Ghica, dar si un succes oratoric stralucit, care l-a
facut pe liderul oratorilor de pana atunci, liberalul Gheorghe
Bibescu, sd i se adreseze tanarului parlamentar: “Vere, iti cedez
locul meu, m-ai intrecut!”

De altfel, dupa alegerea sa ca Domn al Tarii Roméanesti ( 20
decembrie 1842), Gheorghe Bibescu il va numi, din decembrie
1842, director la Departamentul Dreptatii (Justitiei), iar la 23
aprilie 1843 1l varidica de larangul de paharnic la cel de culcer.

Cu toate acestea, Barbu Catargiu nu va ezita sa ia atitudine
fatisa fatd de greselile administratiei varului sdu, mai ales In
privinta proiectului de concesionare a minelor catre rusi — asa-
zisa “Afacere Trandafilof” si a masurilor arbitrare de
modificare a regimului dotal.

Detestdand actiunile violente, dar avand si convingeri
ideologice de centru-dreapta, Barbu Catargiu a cautat sa evite
participarea la miscarile revolutionare de la 1848, preferand sa
se documenteze despre viata civild si de stat occidentald, sa
intdlnesca oficilitati politice din Austria, Franta, Regatul Unit
si alte state, sa observe cum functionau institutiile publice si sa
“traga dintr-insele invataminte pentru patriasa”.

Reintors in tard in anul 1834, a inceput sa frecventeze
cercurile Societatii Filarmonice, care fusese infiintata in anul
1833, alaturandu-se lui  Ion Campineanu, Ion Heliade-
Radulescu, C. Aristia, Emanoil Baleanu, Scarlat Cretulescu,
Ioan Russet,Grigore Cantacuzino, C.Manu si altii. Toti vor
milita pentru sprijinirea §i propagarea culturii, in general, si sa
incurajeze dramaturgia nationald, in special. Unele dintre
activitatile Societatii Filarmonice au nascut insd banuieli, care
mergeau pand la a o cataloga drept o asociatie secreta,
colportoare de idei politice si sociale. Din aceasta cauza, dar si
datorita problemelor de ordin financiar, Societatea Filarmonica
s-adesfiintat in anul 1837.

Revenit in Bucuresti in septembrie 1848, a indeplinit mai multe functii
guvernamentale si publice pentru cd, asa cum avea sd spuna caimacamul
Constantin Cantacuzino, ,, cinstea si a domniei sale capacitate cerandu-lin
lucrarile cele mai serioase ale Statului”. A fost numit In doua randuri - la 12
octombrie 1848 si la 23 septembrie 1854 - in functia de director la
Departamentul Dreptitii, a fost suplinitor la Sfatul Vistieriei (din 2 decembrie
1848), impreuna cu marele ban A.Filipescu, marele vornic A.Scarlat Ghica si
marele logofit C.A.Sutu, judecitor la Inalta Curte, a detinut portofoliul
Finantelor incepand cu 18 octombrie 1858. Pe scara treptelor ierahice
nobiliare aurcat la rangul de vornic si apoi de logofat.




£t= Returned in the country in the year 1834, he started to
frequent the Philharmonic Society, which was founded in the
year 1833, adjoining Ion Campineanu, Ion Heliade-Radulescu,
C. Aristia, Emanoil Baleanu, Scarlat Cretulescu, Ioan Russet,
Grigore Cantacuzino, C.Manu and others. All of them will
militate toward the encouragement and spreading the culture in
general and in particular the encouragement of Romanian
dramaturgy. However, some of the activities of the
Philharmonic Society issued concerns, which went up to
considering it a secret association, which would spread
political and social idea. Due to that, but also because of
financial issues, the Philharmonic Society was closed in the
year 1837.

Starting the same year, since he reached the law required
age of 30 years, Barbu Catargiu entered the politics, becoming a
member of the Walachia Public Assembly, as a Representative
of Teleorman county, despise the opposition of the Prince
Alexandru Ghica. The opening speech of Barbu Catargiu in the
Public Assembly, declaimed in the year 1842 was a true
indictment against the administration of the Prince Alexandru
Ghica, but also an outstanding orating success, which
determined the previous leader of the orators, the liberal
Gheorghe Bibescu, to say to the young Member of the
Parliament: ,,Cousin, I'm surrendering my place to you, you
surpassedme!”

Besides, after his election as Prince of Walachia (December
20, 1842) Gheorghe Bibescu will appoint him director of
Justice Department, and in April 23 rd, 1843 will elevate him
from the Cup-bearer rank to the rank of Lord Steward.

Returned to Bucharest in September 1848, he had several
political and public positions because, as the Caimacan
Constantin Cantacuzino would say, ,,his rectitude and capacity

demanded him for the most important state's business”. He was
appointed two times, at October 12 th 1848 and September 23rd
1854 in the position of director of Justice Department, he was
substitute in the Council of Treasury (from 2 December 1848)
alongside the great count A. Filipescu, great magistrate A. Scarlat
Ghica and the great chancellor C. A. Sutu, high judge at the
Supreme Court, he hold the Finance Minister position starting
October 18, 1858. In the hierarchy of nobility he went up until the
rank of magistrate and then chancellor.

However, Barbu Catargiu won't hesitate to openly speak against the
mistakes of his cousin's administration, especially in the regards of the project
of conceding the mines to the Russians — the so called ,,Tradafilof Business”

and the arbitrary measures of modifying the dowry laws.

Barbu Catargiu, which hated the violent actions but also had ideological
convictions of moderate right wing, tried to avoid participating at the
revolutionary movements from 1848, choosing to gather evidence on the civil
and political occidental life, to meet political officials from Austria, France,
United Kingdom and other states, to observe the way the public institutions

S}

functioned and to ,,pull from them knowledge for his country




La 19 martie 1857, Barbu Catargiu se regaseste printre membrii Comitetului
Conservator al Celor Noud, aldturi de Scarlat Barcanescu-tatil, C.LFilipescu,
LLEm. Florescu, Gr.N.Filipescu si altii. Constituit ca organism politic unionist,
Comitetul Conservator al Celor Noua va redacta cele opt puncte fundamentale
destinate dezbaterilor si hotararilor din Divanul ad-hoc, publicate, la 19 martie
1857, intr-o brosura, in 6000 de exemplare. A fost membru marcant al Comisiei
Centrale de la Focsani, 1nsarcinatd cu elaborarea legilor comune celor doua
Principate, dar nu a avut si privilegiul de a se afla in Divanul ad-hoc care se
pronunta asupra organizarii viitoare a celor doua tari roméane, din cauza intrigilor si

ostilitatii unor politicieni ai vremii.

Participand la alegerile pentru Adunarea Electiva de la sfarsitul anului 1858,
Barbu Catargiu va fi ales de micii proprietari in doud judete — Ialomita si Olt,
optand sa-ireprezinte pe ceidin lalomita, unde avea si proprietatile.

Infaptuirea Unirii Principatelor la 24 ianuarie 1859
si inscaunarea domnitorului Alexandru Ioan Cuza
reprezenta inceputul unei perioade nu lipsitd de
framantari interne si de pericole externe, care au adus,
in primii trei ani de domnie, schimbarea a 20 de
guverne. Interventia personald a domnitorului
Alexandru Ioan Cuza pentru ca Poarta sd recunoasca
Unirea Principatelor a avut ecoul dorit la data de 11
decembrie 1861, cand, alaturi de recunoasterea acestui
act istoric si legitim al natiunii romane, s-a acceptat si
posibilitatea formarii unui guvern unic, o singurd
capitala la Bucuresti si un singur parlament (Camera).

Data de 11 decembrie 1861 va fi una de referinta in
biografia si in cariera politica a [ui Barbu Catargiu.
Discursul sau rostit in Camera in calitate de deputat a
ramas peste vreme ca o adevarata bijuterie de elocinta,
oratorie si inalt patriotism. Redam cateva pasaje :”(...)
Unirea noastra dar de astdzi se face sub scutul
Intelepciunii §i infratirii; §i intelepciunea ne vine de la
Dumnezeu, infrdtirea intre oameni este este unul dintre
cele mai de capetenie comandamente ale religiei
noastre. Sa zicem dar ca biserica noastra: ’ceea ce
Dumnezeu a unit, oamenii sa nu mai indrdznesca a mai
desparti”’;nu. Dar, ca sa ne asiguram contra unei
asemenea primejdii, nu este destul unirea intre tarile
surori;ne trebuie si unirea intre fiii ei. Asa numai vom
consolida pentru veacuri marele fapt de astdzi; asa
numai vom pastra locul nostru intre natiile Europei,
unde ne aflam de astazi inscrigi. (...)Acum, pe drapelul
nostru, inaintea caruia sd fim toti ingenuncheati, sa
scriem astazi: ,, Totul pentru tard, nimic pentru
noi!’Sd traiasca Romania!”.

In ziarul ,Independenta” din 13 decembrie 1861, Radu
Ionescu, unul din adversarii politici ai lui Barbu Catargiu scria: ,,
O voce miscatd §i sonord, un accent puternic i vibrator, imagini
mari §i cuvinte bine simfite, ridicau discursul sau la inaltimea
faptelor ce-linspiraserd. In sald si la tribune aplauze zgomotoase
si aclamatiuni generale au urmat discursul sau, pe care
Domnitorul se zice cd a voit a i se comunica indatd prin telegraf.”

Profitdnd de sistemul electoral impus prin Conventia de la
Paris (7 august 1858), conservatorii detineau majoritatea in
Camera si, In consecintd, Cuza Voda a instituit, la 22 ianuarie
1862, primul Guvern al Romaéniei, desemnandu-l ca prim-
ministru pe Barbu Catargiu, care va detine si portofoliul Internelor
siva asigura interimatul la Finante si Lucrari Publice.

A 1ndeplinit mai multe functii guvernamentale si publice,
printre care si cea de vicepresedinte al Adunarii Deputatilor, unde
aavut onoarea de a conduce dezbaterile inaltului corp legiuitor.

Inviziunea sa, Barbu Catargiuvedea o altfel de Romanie, una
reformata treptat cu ajutorul civilizatiei moderne, construita pe
fundamentul institutiilor sale traditionale, pe credintd, educatie,
ordine si justitie, in care proprietatea avea un statut clar definit.
Sistemul electiv trebuia gandit in asa fel incat sa aduca in
Parlament oameni politici cultivati i responsabili, bogati i atasati
bogatiei, personalitdti cu discernamant politic, care sda aiba
cumpanire si prudenta 1n fata proiectelor ce tindeau sa fie impuse
prin forta multimii.

in contradictie cu liberalii, Barbu Caragiu nu credea ca
Romania se poate cladi pe mase si pe aducerea lor la putere, ci pe
elite care sa le calauzeasca si care sa stie sa evite orice salt care ar
desfiinta traditia. Adresandu-se liberalilor, Barbu Catargiu le
spunea : “Voiti sa suiti? Nimeni nu va opreste. Dorinta va e
fireasca. (...) Va rugam insa sa cdlcati mai incet, din treaptd in
treaptd,; nu voiti a sari din capul de jos al scarii tocmai la cel de
sus §i de acolo deodatd sus pe streasind, fiind pasul cam mare, ne e
[fricd sa nu cadeti si, ceea ce ar fi mai rau, sa cadefi peste noi ce va
privim cu atata placere §i sd ne rupefi gdtul sinoua!”.




3 At March 19, 1857, Barbu Catargiu will be among the members of the
Conservative Committee of the Nine, alongside Scarlat Barcanescu-the father, C.
L. Filipescu, I. Em. Florescu, Gr. N. Filipescu and others. Build as a Unionist
organism, the Conservative Committee of the Nine will edit the eight fundamental
points which were meant to be discussed and decided during the Ad-hoc Divan,
which were published, at march 19th 1857 in a brochure, in 6000 copies. He was an
important member of the Central Commission from Focsani, which was charged to
elaborate the common laws of the two Principalities, but did not have the privilege
of being appointed in the Ad-hoc Divan, which was deciding on the future
organization of the two Romanian countries, due to the hostility and the intrigues
of'some politicians of the time.

When he participated at the elections for Elective Assembly from the end of the
year 1858, Barbu Catargiu was elected by the landowners of two counties —
Ialomita and Olt, and he chosen to represent those from Ialomita, where he had his

own estates.

The fulfillment of the union of the two Principalities, at
January 24, 1859 and the installation of Alexandru Ioan Cuza
was the start of a period of internal and external struggles, which
lead to the government being changed 20 times during the first 3
years of reigning. The personal intervention of the Prince
Alexandru Ioan Cuza to the Sublime Porte to recognize the
Union of the Principalities had the wished effect on 11
December 1861 when, by recognizing an historical legitimate
act of the Romanian nation it was accepted the possibility to
form a single government, to have a single capital, at Bucharest,
and a single Parliament (Chamber).

The date of 11 December 11 1861 will be a significant one
for the life and political career of Barbu Catargiu. His speech,
orated in the Chamber in his quality of Deputy remains in time a
sample of outstanding eloquence, oratory and high patriotism.
We'll be quoting few phrases: ,,Our Union of today is made
under the shelter of wisdom and brotherhood; and the wisdom
comes from God; the brotherhood of man is one of the most
important demands of our religion. Therefore, let's say this, in
the words of our church: ,,what God united no man should dare
break up”’; no, but to insure ourselves against such a peril it's not
enough to unite the two sister countries, we need to also unite
theirs sons. Only in that way we'll consolidate through centuries
the magnificent act of today; only in that way we'll keep our
place among the nations of Europe, where we have settled from
today (...) Now, on our flag, before which we should all kneel
down, let's write today: ,,Everything for the country, nothing for
ourselves!” Long live Romania!”.

In the ,,Independence” newspaper, from 13 October 1861,
Radulonescu, one of the political adversaries of Barbu Catargiu,
was writing: A touched and sonorous voice, a strong vibrating
accent, great images and strongly felt words were raising his
speech at the high of the facts that inspired it. Among the room
and at tribunes loud applauds and unanimous cheers followed
his speech, about which it is said that the Prince wanted to hear it
by telegraph right away.”

Taking advantage of the electoral system imposed
through the Paris convention, the conservatives hold the
majority in the chamber, and, therefore Cuza Voda
formed, at 22 January 1862, the first Romanian
Government, appointing as first minister Barbu
Catargiu, which will also have the Home Office
portfolio and insured the interim at Finances and Public
works.

He fulfilled several political and governmental
functions, among which the vice-presidency of the
Deputy Chamber, where he had the honor of leading the
high law making organism.

The vision of Barbu Catargiu was of a different
Romania, one which is gradually reformed through
modern civilization, build on the foundation of
traditional institutions, on believe, education, order and
justice, in which the propriety had a clearly defined
status. The election system needed to be conceived in
such a way that it would bring to parliament cultivated
and responsible, wealthy and attached to theirs wealth
political men, personalities with political discernment,
which would be prudent and moderate toward the
projects that tended to be forced by the crowd.

Contradictory to the liberal believes, Barbu Catargiu
did not thought that Romania could be build up on
crowds and on giving the power to them, but on the
leading elites which would guide them and whom would
know to avoid any leap that might destroy the traditions.
Speaking to liberals, Barbu Catargiu would say: “Do
you want to go up? No one is stopping you. Your wish is
natural (...) However we ask you to ascend slower, step
by step; don't pretend to go from the bottom of the ladder
until the very first step and from there up on the roof,
because the step is a bit to big, and we are afraid that you
might fall, and , which would be worst, you might fall on
us, who watch you with so much pleasure, and break our
necksto!”




Prin elocinta si accentuatul sau spirit polemic,
Barbu Catargiu a fost aproape singurul dintre
parlamentarii vremii care putea contracara oricare
dintre interventiile liderului Partidului Liberal, Ion
C.Bratianu. De altfel, din discursurile lui Barbu
Catargiu raman si astdzi memorabile §i valabile ca
mesaj politic asertiuni precum :

“In general oamenii admit sau resping teoriile
politice nu dupa adevarurile ce ele le cuprind, ci
dupa folosul ce fiecare dintre ei ndddjduieste a
tragedinele.”

“Batranii aceia pe care Ii dispretuiti, prin
intelepciunea si rabdarea lor, au tinut lucrurile cum
au putut, prin mijlocul atdtor nenorocite incercari §i
cu micile lor mijloace, ca sa ne lase drepturile de
care ne bucurdm astdzi. Intre cei ce au fost si au
facut ceva si intre cei ce fagdduiesc §i n-au facut
nimic, este mare deosebire. Cei ce au fost au facut
mult rau, dar au facut si mult bine; vanturdand
faptele lor, tot vor ramane multe graunte din pleava,
ca sa avem ce semana §i sa putem in urmd culege.
Dar, de vom vdntura vorbele pompoase,
fagaduielile umflate, de care suntem asurziti de
cdtiva ani incoace, va intreb, in cuget curat, ce
credeti ca ne-ar ramdnea? Tot ceea ce am putea
agonisi vanturdnd vantul : un zgomot amagitor, o
ganga de vorbe ingdnate, babilonice, neintelese
chiar de cei ce le rostesc. lata rezultatul. Va rugam
dar, domnilor, fiti mai modesti in vorbe. Noi avem
rabdare, si rabdare multa; va asteptam faptele, ca
sd putem cunoaste cine suntefi, ce voifi §i ce putefi!”’

,, lemeti-va, domnilor, cd va veni o vreme cand vi
se va mdsura cu mdsura cu care mdsurafi altora
atazi’”.

»d incetam dar de a huli pe bogati si, mai cu
seamd, de a tangui, cu un cuvant §i fara cuvant,
clasele de jos ale societatii. Cu acestea nu facem
decdt a le descuraja §i a le inrautati. Insufland
lenea, nerabdarea, invidia, nu dam oamenilor, fiti
incredintati, mijloace noi §i bune de bogatie si de
fericire; din contrd, le pregatim mizeria §i
ticalosia”.

“Un galben in punga unui milionar pretuieste
mai putin decdt o para in punga unui sarac, ce o are
numai pe ddnsa §i o tine numai pentru hrana vietii
sale”.

Legile fundamentale care puteau
inscrie Romania pe un drum sau altul
erau cele ale reformei agrare si
electorale, iar solutiile diferite
susutinute de cele douad tabere politice —
liberalii si conservatorii — au acaparat
evolutia vietii politice romanesti pana
inziua de 8 iunie 1862.

La inceputul lunii iunie 1862, au
avut loc cateva sedinte ale Adunarii

Deputatilor, cu dezbateri aprinse intre
Mihail Kogélniceanu si Barbu Catargiu
pe marginea legii rurale. In toiul acestor

dezbateri, liberalii au venit cu
solicitarea de a li se aproba o intrunire
in ziua de 11 iunie 1862, care sa fie

dedicata aniversarii revolutiei de la
1848. Existand indicii cd Intrunirea avea
cu totul alt scop, Barbu Catargiu, de
acord cu majoritatea Camerei, nu a
aprobat Intrunirea liberalilor si, ca intr-o
stranie premonitie, rosteste de la tribuna
Adunarii Deputatilor celebrele cuvinte:
“Pacea, domnilor, pacea si odihna sunt
scaparea tarii, §i voi prefera moartea
mai inainte de a cadlca sau ldsa sa se
calce vreuna din institutiile tarii !
Aflatin al 55-lea an al vietii sale, in
deplind maturitate si activitate politica,
Barbu Catargiu fusese avertizat asupra
unor conspiratii, care urmaireau
suprimarea sa violentd din viata

politica. Chiar in ziua de 4 iunie 1862, i
raspunsese cu incredere lui Barbu
Slatineanu, unul dintre prietenii sai:
,,»Nu exista roman care sa fie capabil a
ucide un romdn!” De asemenea,
ingrijoratd de soarta sotului sdu,
Ecaterina Catargiu il va atentiona pe
Nicolae Bibescu, prefectul Politiei,
venit 1n ziua de 5 iunie 1862 sa-1 duca
pe Barbu Catargiu la Camera : ,, Mai
lasati-1 in pace cu politica, cdci se
pregdteste o nenorocire!” , Nu teme,
vorniceaso, i-a raspuns Nicolae
Bibescu, de vreme ce Coconu Barbu e
cu mine”.




2 Through his eloquence and his very polemic
spirit, Barbu Catargiu was almost the only one of
the Members of the Parliament of his time which
was able to counteract the interventions of the
Leader of the Liberal Party, Ion C.Bratianu.
Besides, phrases of the speech of Barbu Catargiu
are still memorable and valid in theirs political
message even today, for instance:

»Usually people admit or reject political
theories not because of the truth contained in them
but according to the personal interest that they
think they would bring to them.”

,» Those old people that you scorn managed to
hold things under control at theirs best, through
theirs wisdom and patience among so many
unfortunate events, in order to give us the rights we
enjoy today. There is a big difference between
those who were someone and did something and
those who promise and done nothing. The ones
that were did a lot of bad, but also a lot of good; by
winnowing theirs deeds there will be lots of grains
remaining from the chaff, enough for us to plant
and to reap later. But if we'd winnow the big words,
the pompous promises that deafen us of a few
years, I am asking you, with no mean intention,
what do you think it will remain? Everything that
would enrich us if we'd winnow the wind: a loud
noise, a gangue of mumbled Babylonic words,
which are not understood not even by the ones
saying them. Here's the result. Therefor we ask
you, gentlemen, show a bit more modesty in your
words. We have patience, and a lot of it; we are
waiting for your deeds, so we would be able to find
out who you are and what you want and what you
cando.”

,.Be afraid, gentlemen, that there will be a time
when you will be judged by the standards you
judge others today.”

»30 let's stop blaspheme the rich ones and,
most of all to pity with words and without words
the lower classes of the society. By doing that we
manage only to discourage them and making them
worst. By inspiring them with laziness,
impatience, envy, you can be sure we're not giving
to the people new and better ways to enrich and be
happy, on the contrary, we prepare them for
poverty and abjection”.

One gold coin in the pocket of a millionaire
worth less than a penny in the pocket of a poor
man, who only has this one and keeps it for the
food ofhi life”.

which was to be dedicated to the
anniversary of the 1848 Revolution.

The fundamental laws that could
inscribe Romanian one or another road

were those of the agrarian and elective
reforms, and the different solutions
sustained by the two political camps —
the Liberals and the conservatives —
took over the evolution of the
Romanian political life until the day of
8 June 1862.

At the beginning of June 1862, took

place several meetings of the Chamber
of Deputies, with vivid debates
between Mihail Kogilniceanu and
Barbu Catargiu about the rural law.
During these debates, the Liberals
came with the demand to obtain the
approval of a meeting on 11 June 1862,

Having some clues that the meeting
had an entirely different purpose,
Barbu Catargiu, in agreement with the
most part of the Chamber, did not
approved the meeting of the Liberals
and, in a strange premonition, said at
the Chamber of Deputies tribune, the
famous words: “Peace, gentlemen,
peace and rest are the country
salvation and I will prefer death before
Iviolate or let violate one of the country
institutions”!

In the 55 year of his life, in full
maturity and political activity, Barbu
Catargiu had been warned regarding

some conspiracies, which had in view
his violent suppression from the
political life. On 4 June 1862, he
trustfully answered to Barbu
Slatineanu, one of his friends: ,, There
is no Romanian who can kill another
Romanian!” Worried fort her
husband's life, Ecaterina Catargiu
attracted Nicolae Bibescu, the Police
Prefect's attention, who came on 5 June
1862 to bring Barbu Catargiu to the
Chamber: ,, Spare him with the politics,
a calamity will take place!” ,, Do not
worry, Madam Magistrate, answered
Nicolae Bibescu, since Cocoon Barbu
iswithme”.



Evenimentele s-au precipitat si numai peste trei zile o mana
criminald 1-a asasinat pe cel dintai prim-ministru al tarii unite,
inaugurand istoria moderna a Romaniei cu o crima politica.

Dupa terminarea dezbaterilor din Camera, din ziua de 8 iunie
1862, primul-ministru Barbu Catargiu a parasit cladirea
Parlamentului din Dealul Mitropoliei in jurul orei 17,30. A cerut
trasura, dar ea disparuse! Constantin Cantacuzino l-a invitat pe
Barbu Catargiu sa foloseasca trasura lui, dar, aparand prefectul
Politiei, colonelul Nicolae Bibescu, cel care il insotise si la
venire, acesta oferd trasura sa. Barbu Catargiu a acceptat, s-a
asezat 1n cupeul deschis, alaturi de seful Politiei, care avea
,» bratul drept peste umerii primului ministru”.

Cand trasura a trecut pe sub bolta portii Mitropoliei
(clopotnita de azi), din umbra a aparut asasinul, care s-ar fi urcat
pe scara trasurii §i ar fi tras doud gloante din apropiere. Primul
glont I-a izbit pe Barbu Catargiu in cap, moartea fiind instantanee.
Parul capului era parlit, fapt care dovedeste ca se trasese de

in sedinta extraordinari a
Adunarii Deputatilor din 9 iunie 1862
s-a hotarat instituirea unui doliu de 20
de zile, suportarea cheltuielilor de
inmormantare de catre Guvern,
prezenta intregului corp legiuitor la
funeraliile organizate si ridicarea
unei statui in piata Teatrului National.

Pe 9iunie 1862, populatia venea intr-un adevarat
pelerinaj la catafalcul primului sdu ministru, iar
seara, trupul neinsufletit a fost depus la Biserica
Sarindar, unde in ziua de 10 iunie 1862 s-a oficiat
ceremonia funebrd, in prezenta unei multimi
impresionante.

Dupa terminarea slujbei religioase, cortegiul s-a
indreptat pe Podul Mogosoaiei (Calea Victoriei)
pana la bariera orasului, de unde un pichet de
jandarmi §i mai multi prieteni l-au urmat pana la
mosia Maia.

aproape si il contrazice pe Bibescu, care ar fi spus : "'S-a tras de
sus!”, adica din clopotnita. Al doilea glont a suierat pe langa
urechea lui Bibescu. Auzind impuscatura, principele Dimitrie
Ghica a strigat : ,, [n Catargiu a tras!”. Speriati de impuscituri,
caii au pornit la vale si Nicolae Bibescu a reusit cu greu sa
opreasca trasura la poalele dealului, unde l-a intdlnit pe
Alexandru Plagino, fost prefect de Bucuresti si ministru de
finante.Urcand pe treapta trasurii, acesta a observat pozitia
rigida a primului-ministru, dar l-a Intreabat: ,, Esti amarat, coane
Barbule?” Neprimind nici un raspuns, Alexandru Plagino i-a
atins corpul si acesta s-a prabusit, cu capul in dezordine si spatele
acoperit de sange. Plagino a fost rugat sa duca victima acasa, iar
Bibescu a urcat dealul si a inchis portile Mitropoliei impreuna cu
cativa agenti. Trupul neinsufletit al primului-ministru a fost
transportat la domiciliul sau unde a fost examinat de doctorii
Sarrhos, Felix si lorganda. La casa marelui barbat de stata venit si
Cuza, pentrua fialaturi sia lua parte la durerea familiei.

La Maia, cortegiul funerar a ajuns la ora 21,30,
inconjurat de torte funerare §i intdmpinat cu
cantece religioase. Inmormantarea a avut loc a
doua zi, 11 iunie 1862, cand clacasii de pe mosia
Maia au cerut sa li se faca favoarea de a purta pe
brate sicriul iubitului lor protector si a-1 transmite
apoi prietenilor acestuia pentru a fi depus spre
vesnicie in cripta familiei din Biserica ,,Adormirea
Maicii Domnului”.

Imediat dupa asasinat au fost operate peste 200
de arestari, dupa care cercul de suspecti s-a restrans
la trei nume : Dimitrie Dunca, Iulian Grozescu,
prietenul acestuia si Gheorghe Bogati, ungur de
origine.

Cuza a anuntat o recompensa de 6000 de lei
pentru dezvaluirea asasinului.

Ancheta a fost incredintata procurorului loan
Desliu — originar din Ialomita!- si procurorului G.
Sachellarie. Principalul suspect, Dimitrie Dunca,

| apropiat de gruparea liberal-radicala, n-a putut fi

| anchetat deoarece a disparut, dar analizele multor
istorici converg spre ideea cd implicarea directd in
atentat a liberalilor era putin plauzbila, deoarece
aveau alte mijloace de lupta politica. Izvoarele
istorice aratd cd Dimitrie Dunca este semnalat
inainte de 5 mai 1862 in judetul lalomita ca agitator
politic liberal.

Gheorghe Bogati a fost identificat si interogat
10 ani mai tarziu, la 28 aprilie 1872, la Alba Iulia de
autoritatile chezaro-craiesti. Cunoscut mai mult
pentru faptul ca 1isi ducea viata in lumea
prostituatelor, dar si pentru ca il cunostea bine pe
prefectul Politiei, Nicolae Bibescu, suspectul
Gheorghe Bogati a fost catalogat ,,mai degraba un
informator, decat criminal”. Totusi, imbogatirea
peste noapte a prezumtivului asasin, precum si
numirea lui de catre Cuza in inaltul post de
inspector silvicultor in ambele principate fara a
avea pregatirea necesard, ridica destule semne de
intrebare asupra acestuia, dar il incrimeaza si pe
domnitor. De altfel, odata cu caderea lui Cuza,

Bogati a parasit intempestiv slujba datd de
domnitor si s-a refugiat in Transilvania, unde a fost
identificat si interogat 10 ani mai tarziu.



2 The events escaped control and in three days a criminal hand
assassinated the first Prime Minister of the united country,
inaugurating the Romanian modern history with a political crime.

After the Chamber debate from 8 June 1862, the Prime-
Minister Barbu Catargiu left the Parliament building from the
Metropolitan Hill around 17,30. He asked for his carriage, but it
was gone! Constantin asked for his carriage, but, appearing the
Police Prefect, Colonel Nicolae Bibescu, who accompanied him
to his arrival, he offered his carriage. Barbu Catargiu accepted, sat
in the opened coupe, next to the Police chief, who had his “right
arm over the Prime Minister shoulders”.

When the carriage passed under the vault of the Metropolitan
gate (the belfry from today), all of a sudden appeared the assassin,
who climbed the carriage stairs and shoot two bullets from close
range. The first bullet hit Barbu Catargiu in the head, his death
being almost instantaneously. The hair from the head was burned,
a fact that prove that the shot was close range and contradicts

During the extraordinary session of the Deputy
Chamber from 9 June it was decided that a national
mourning period of 20 days would be declared, that
the burial expenses would be supported by the
government, that the entire legislative body would
be present at the funerals, and that a statue would be
made in the public square of National Theatre.

On 9 June 1862, the populace was coming at the
catafalque of the prime minister like in a true
pilgrimage, and, in the evening, the corpse was
taken to the Sarindar Church, where in the day of
June 10 1862 the funerary ceremony, where a huge
crowd participated, took place.

After the religious ceremony, the funeral
procession walked on Mogosoaia Bridge (Victoria
Street) until the town's barrier from where a picket

Bibescu, who said: “They shot from somewhere up!”, meaning
from the belfry. The second bullet whizzed past Bibescu's year.
Hearing the shot, the principle Dimitrie Ghica shout: ,, They shot
in Catargiu!”. Scared by the shots, the horses run down the hill
and Nicolae Bibescu hardly managed to stop the carriage and the
foot of the hill, where he met Alexandru Plagino, former
Bucharest Prefect and Finance Minister. Mounting the carriage
stair, he noticed the Prime Minister's rigid position, but he asked:
., Are you sad, Barbule?” Not receiving any answer, Alexandru
Plagino touched his body and it collapsed, with the head in
disorder and the back covered in blood. Plagino was asked to take
the victim home, and Bibescu climbed the hill and closed the
gates of the Metropolitan Seat, along with some agents. The
Prime Minister's dead body was transported to his residence,
where it was examined by doctors Sarrhos, Felix and lorganda. At
the dwelling of the great state man came Cuza, to take part at the
family pain.

of gendarmes and several friends followed until
Maia estate.

The funeral procession reached Maia at 30 past
21, surrounded by flambeaux and was meet with
religious songs. The funeral took place next day,
June 11 1862, when the bondsmen of Maia estate
asked the favor to be allowed to carry the coffin of
theirs beloved protector and then pass it to his
friends so it was laid to rest for the eternity in the
family crypt of the church ,,Assumption of the
Virgin”.

Right after the assassinate 200 arrests were
made, and later on the suspects list was limited to 3:
Dimitrie Dunca, Iulian Grozescu, his friend and
Gheorghe Bogati, Hungarian by origins.

Cuza offered a 6000 lei reward for the revealing
of'the assassin.

The investigation was given to the public
prosecutor loan Desliu — originated in lalomita!-
and to the public prosecutor G. Sachellarie. The
principal suspect, Dimitrie Dunca, which was close
to the radical liberal group couldn't be investigated
because he disappeared, but the analysis made by
many historians agree that the direct implication of
the liberals wasn't a very likely hypothesis since
they had other ways of fight in politics. The
historical resources shows that Dimitrie Dunca was
signaled in the Ialomita County before may 5 1862
as being a liberal political agitator.

Gheorghe Bogati was found and questioned, 10
years later, at April 28, 1872, in Alba Iulia by the

authorities of the Austro-Hungarian empire. Renowned mostly for
spending his life in the company of whores, but also having close
relations with the chief of the police, Nicolae Bibescu, the suspect
Gheorghe Bogati was considered “rather an informer than a murderer”.
However the fact that presumptive killer suddenly became very rich,
and also the fact that he was appointed by Cuza in the high rank of forest
inspector in both Principalities without having the needed
qualifications raises a lot of questions about him, and also about the
Prince. Besides, once Cuza have fallen, Bogati has left without notice
the job that the Prince had given to him and fled to Transylvania where
he was found and interrogated 10 years later.




Interesant este ca atunci cand procurorul G. Sachellarie a cerut interogarea sefului Politiei, Nicolae Bibescu , imediat, fara nici o
explicatie si abuziv, procurorului I.Desliu i se retrage cazul, care este dat procurorului I.Soimescu. Din ordinul lui Cuza, acesta sisteaza
cercetarile si cazul asasinarii primului ministru Barbu Catargiu este inchis. Dosarul intocmit in anul 1862 a disparut, existand in arhive
doar dosarele de la 1866 si 1869-1876. De asemenea, dintr-un ordin al lui Dimitrie Onciul, chiar si dosarele ulterioare au fost interzise

la cercetare.

Enigmaticul asasinat din Dealul Mitropoliei cdreia i-a cazut
victima Intaiul prim-ministru al Romaniei, Barbu Catargiu, a intrat
de aproape 150 de ani in randul crimelor perfecte, din moment ce
autorii directi sau indirecti nu sunt cunoscuti nici astazi.

Mihai Eminescu va avea “amdrdciunea ca omorul lui Barbu
Catargiu a ramas nepedepsit” si ca “a murit asasinat pentru cd a
reprezentat traditia in partea ei cea sandtoasd fata cu innoiturile
descreierate”!

La o zi dupa asasinat, Mihail Kogalniceanu, cu care Barbu
Catargiu a avut numeroase dispute politice §i oratorice, a stiut sa-i
respecte valoarea, declarand: “Depldng, domnilor, asasinatul infam
care arapit tarii un barbat cel mai eminent.”

De asemenea, un alt mare adversar politic, I.C.Bratianu, spunea:
“Barbu Catargiu fdcea parte din acea aristocratie careia nimeni
nu-i poate contesta privilegiul stiintei, al capacitatii, al
patriotismului i al devotamentului”.

Restituirea pentru contemporaneitate a unei mari personalitéti a
istoriei Romaniei, cu un talent oratoric urias, care il aseaza intre
corifeii elocintei romanesti din toate timpurile, este mai mult decat

necesard, iar Asezamantul cultural-religios de la Maia tocmai
acestui scop raspunde.

Sectia muzeald are o colectie de o mare valoare istorica,
religioasd si artisticd, stransa prin stradania preotului Alexandru
Marinescu, a fratelui acestuia, preotul lon Marinescu de la Biserica
Precupetii-Vechi din Bucuresti §i prin donatii ale familiei Catargiu
si ale descendentilor cdtre biserica din Maia. Printre cele mai
semnificative piese ale colectiei se remarca aproape 100 de icoane
(imparatesti, de praznic, de casd), realizate in cele mai diverse
tehnici iconografice: picturd pe lemn, metal, sticla, goblen, cu
ferecaturi din metal nobil si medalionul in diferite combinatii,
cromolitografii.

O parte din obiectele de cult sunt donate de familia
Catargiu si poartd inscriptia “1862 iunie 8” , semn de
comemorare a tristei zi a asasinatului. Intr-un sicriu in
miniaturid din sticla se pastreazi imbricamintea lui Barbu
Catargiu din ziua asasinatului. De asemenea, sectia muzeala
detine colectii de obiecte de cult ortodox, carte veche religioasa
silaica, fotografii.

Biserica "Adormirea Maicii Domnului" din Maia este
ctitoria lui Grigore Filipescu si a fost terminata in anul 1778 de
fiul sdu Pana Filipescu, “pentru pomenirea fiilor sai Pavel si
Constantin, in zilele lui Ipsilanti-Voievod”. intreaga mosie a
familiei Filipescu, care includea si un conac boieresc, castelul,

Asezamantul cultural-religios de la Maia cuprinde o
sectie muzeald, Biserica "Adormirea Maicii Domnului'
cu cavoul familiei lui Barbu Catargiu, un mic parc
dendrologic si ruinele castelului. Initiatorul si sufletul
acestei institutii a fost preotul Alexandru Marinescu, iar
initiativa sa particulard a fost sustinuta de Consiliul Judetean
lalomita, prin includerea asezdmantului in structura
Muzeului Judetean Ialomita.

parcul si biserica, au fost ulterior cumparate de familia
Catargiu. in 1862, Ecaterina Virginia Barbu Catargiu a
restaurat biserica in memoria sotului ei, Barbu Catargiu,
donind bisericii numeroase obiecte de cult, care poarti
inscriptia “1862 iunie 8” . Intre 1948 — 1952 biserica a fost
reparatd, iar pictura reficuta, prin contributia enoriasilor
parohiei.

Biserica este inconjurata pe trei laturi de un zid vechi de
caramida, iar pe a patra latura, de un gard de fier forjat.

in dreapta pronaosului bisericii este placa funerari, din
marmura albi, a lui Barbu Catargiu, iar in stinga, printr-un
garlici, se ajunge in subsol, unde se gaseste cavoul familiei, unde
isi afla odihna de veci Barbu Catargiu si sotia sa Ecaterina
Virginia. Pe un perete al intririi in cavou este crucea despre
care se spune ca a fost trasnita si niruitd de pe biserica de o
furtunid izbucnita chiar in ziua de 8 iunie 1862, cind
complotistii il asasinau pe Barbu Catargiu la Bucuresti.

Cu o varsta de peste 150 de ani, arborii Sophora din curtea
bisericii constituie §i ei o atractie pentru orice vizitator.

Lang3 incinta Asezamantului cultural-religios de la Maia se afla
terenul pe care era construit castelul, din care nu au mai ramas decat o
portiune de zid si hrubele ingropate din subsol, iar la circa 100 metri
de acest teren este parcul care mai poarta semnele unui trecut maret.




si< Interesting is the fact that, when the public prosecutor G. Sachellarie required the interrogation of the chief police, Nicolae Bibescu,
the public prosecutor I. Desliu was took away from the case instantly, arbitrary and without any explanation, and the public prosecutor
I. Soimescu was charged with the case. At Cuza's orders this one ceased the investigation and declared closed the case of the
assassination of Prime Minister Barbu Catargiu. The file created in 1862 disappeared, in archives only the files made in 1866 and 1869-
1876 can be found. Also, according to a decision taken by Dimitrie Onciul, even the research of those files is forbidden.

The mysterious assassination from Metropolitan Hill, who's
victim was the Prime Minister of Romania, Barbu Catargiu can
be counted of 150 years among the perfect crimes, since the
direct or indirect authors are unknown even today.

Mihai Eminescu will state his sadness that “the murder of
Barbu Catargiu remains unpunished” and that “he was
assassinated for representing what's best in the traditions
against the mindless innovations”!

A day after the murder, Mihail Kogalniceanu, who had
numerous political and oratorical disputes with Barbu Catargiu
shown the respect for his value, by stating “I mourn, gentlemen,
the infamous assassination which leaved the country missing one
of’his best men.”

Another political adversary, 1. C. Bratianu, would also state:
“Barbu Catargiu was a part of that aristocracy to whom no one
can contest its privileges, the aristocracy of science, capacity,
patriotism and devotion”.

The restitution, nowadays of a huge personality of Romanian
history, with a tremendous oratorical talent which place him
among the leaders of Romanian eloquence of all times is more
than necessary, and that's the purpose of the Maia cultural and
religious establishment.

The Maia cultural and religious establishment includes
a museum section, the Church "Assumption of the Virgin",
where the burial chamber of the Barbu Catargiu family is
situated, a small dendrological park and the ruins of the
castle. The initiator and the real soul of this institution was
the priest Alexandru Marinescu, and his private initiative was
sustained by the county council of Talomita, by including the
establishment in the structure of Talomita County Museum.

The museum section owns a collection of huge historical,
religious, and artistic value, collected by the hard work of the
priest Alexandru Marinescu, his brother, priest Ion Marinescu
from the Church Precupetii- Vechi of Bucharest and by donations
from the Catargiu family and its descendants toward the Church
of Maia. Among the most significant pieces of his collection there
should be noticed almost 100 icons, (of the type that are placed at
rood screen, for funerals and holidays, for inside the house) made
in a large variety of iconic techniques: painted on wood, metal,
glass, in gobelin tapestry, covered in noble metals or with the
medallion made in different combinations, chromolithograph. A
part of the religious items are donated by the Catargiu family and
have engraved on them the inscription “June 8" 1862, a sign of
commemoration of the sad day of the murder. In a miniature
coffin made of glass there are kept the clothes that Barbu
Catargiu worn in the day of the assassination. The museum
section also owns collections of religious orthodox items,
ancient religious and secular books, photographs.

The church "Assumption of the Virgin" from Maia is
founded by Grigore Filipescu and was finished in the year
1778 by his son, Pana Filipescu, “for the commemoration of
his sons, Pavel and Constantin, during the time of Ipsilanti-
Voivod”. The entire estate of Filipescu family, which included
the boyar manor, the castle, the park and the church were

later bought by the Catargiu family. In 1862 Ecaterina
Virginia Barbu Catargiu restored the church in the memory
of his husband, Barbu Catargiu, and donated the church a lot
of religious items that have engraved on them “June 8" 1862”.
Between the years 1948 — 1952 the church was repaired and the
painting remade by the contributions of church's
parishioners.

The church is surrounded on three sides by an old wall of
bricks and on the forth side by a fence of wrought iron.

In the right of the narthex of the church is situated the funeral
plaque of Barbu Catargiu, made of white marble, and in the right
there's an entrance toward the burial chamber, underground,
where Barbu Catargiu and his wife Ecaterina Virginia rest for the
eternity. On a wall at the entrance of the funeral chamber is the
cross about which it is said that it was hit by lighter and pulled
down by a storm that started up in the day of June 8" 1862, when
the plotter were assassinating Barbu Catargiu in Bucharest.

The Sophora trees, from the church's yard, older than 150
years, are also an attraction for any visitor.

Near the precinct of the Maia cultural and religious
establishment there is the place where the castle used to be, the
castle from which only a portion of the wall and the buried
subterrane remain, and at a distance of 100 meters from that land
there is the park which still shows the signs ofa great past.




