SDiﬂcul © rasani

- istorie 5i legendele Cetatii Helis -

Judetul Ialomita a fost dintotdeauna binecuvantat
cu pamantul intins ca o tipsie de aur din ,,regatul
Baraganului”. Campia este atotstapanitoare, cu
orizonturi nesfarsite, in care lanurile coapte devin, in
adierea vantului, ostiri miscatoare de lancii. Atunci
gandul te duce la legendele care vorbesc despre
navalitorii nevoiti sa-si croiascd drum prin scutul de
aparare al graului.

In aceastd aparentd monotonie, care pare lipsita
de tndltimi de relief semnificative, raul Ialomita se
strecoard ca o uriasa reptila, de la vestul la estul
campiei ialomitene. Si, deodatd, descoperi cu uimire
si contrariat cd imensitatea cAmpiei este sparta de
profilul compact al unor inaltimi aparent modeste, de
50—90 de metri, care insotesc partea dreaptd a raului,
de la Barcanesti pana la Platonesti, pe aproape 100
de km., caun adevarat zid de aparare! Sunt maluri de
lut, cu rapi abrupte si falii - ,,canioanele’lalomitei! -
formate de torentii ploilor si vanturile aspre ale
campiei, prin care oamenii §i-au croit drumuri spre
locurile in care s-au agezat din timpuri imemoriale.

Pe una dintre terasele inalte ale raului lalomita,
intre satele Crasanii de Jos si Copuzu, din comuna
Balaciu, judetul Talomita, se afla dava getica de la
Piscul Crasani, loc incarcat de istorie si de legende,
incd nedeslusite pe de-a-ntregul.

Asezarea de la Piscul Crasani a intrat in atentia
lumii stiintifice din anul 1870, primele cercetari fiind
realizate de Dimitrie Butculescu, iar rezultatele lor il

vor ajuta pe Cezar Bolliac sa defineasca pentru prima
data trasaturile culturii materiale dacice. Reluate in

anul 1923, cercetarile arheologice de la Piscul
Crasani vor atrage personalititi importante ale
arheologiei romanesti, precum loan Andriesescu,
Vasile Parvan , Radu Vulpe, Nicolae Anghelescu,
Nicolae Conovici. Dupd anul 1969 o contributie
desebita la cercetarea arheologica a Piscului Crasani
au avut-o specialistii Muzeului Judetean Ialomita,
coordonati de Institutul de Arheologie din Bucuresti.
Cel care i-a consacrat asezarii de la Piscul
Crasani un capitol intreg din monumentala sa sinteza
istorico-arheologica, "Gefica. O protoistorie a
Daciei" (1926), a fost Vasile Parvan. Aceasta
devenise o statiune arheologica pilot pentru intreaga
lucrare a marelui istoric. "Am hotardt inaintea
oricarei alteia saparea statiunii protoistorice de la
Piscul Crasanilor, pentru pozitia caracteristica pe
care o ocupa in campia munteand", scria Parvan si
mentiona ca :"Asezarea de la Piscul Crasanilor,
strans legatd de agezarile de padure ca Tinosul, a
inaintat in stepd numai cu ajutorul lalomitei, care
constituia o mare arterda navigabila (...) E-V §i V-E
direct cu Dunarea. Astfel Crasanii au alcatuit in chip
natural o incrucigare de drumuri: drumul greco-
getic E-V, al apei, cu drumul iranian N-S al stepei”.




=< lalomita County was always blessed with a vast
land like a golden plate ,,from the kingdom of
Baragan”. The plain is almighty, with endless
horizons, in which the ripe fields become, in the
breath of wind, moving armies of spears. The thought
takes you to the legends that speak about the invaders
who had to break a trail through the wheat's defense
shield.

In this apparent monotony, that seems to lack
significant relief heights, the river lalomita meanders
like a giant reptile, from west to east of the lalomitean
plain. All of a sudden you discover in surprise and
vexation that the vastness of the plain is broken by the
compact profile of apparent modest heights, of 50— 90
meters, that accompany the right side of the river,
from Barcanesti to Platonesti, on almost 100 km., like
a real defensive wall! The banks are loamy, with
abrupt precipices and faults - ,the canyons” of
lalomita! — formed by the plain's rain torrents and
sharp winds. Through them men broke their trails to
the places where they settled in the immemorial times.

On one of the high terraces of Ialomita River,
between Crasanii de Jos and Copuzu villages, from
Balaciu commune, lalomita County is the Gethic dava
from Piscul Crasani, a place filled with history and
legends not entirely elucidate.

The settlement from Piscul Crasani entered into
the attention of the scientific world in the year 1870,
the first researches being accomplished by Dimitrie
Butculescu. The results helped Cezar Bolliac to define
for the first time the features of the Dacic material
culture. Retaken in the year 1923, the archaeological
researches from Piscul Crasani attracted important
personalities of Romanian archaeology, like
Andriesescu, Vasile Parvan, Radu Vulpe, Nicolae
Anghelescu, Nicolae Conovici. After the year 1969,
an important contribution at the archaeological
research from Piscul Crasani had the Ialomita County
Museum's specialists, coordinated by the
Archaeology Institute from Bucharest.

Vasile Parvan consecrated to the settlement from
Piscul Crasani an entire chapter in his monumental
historical-archacological synthesis, "Getica. O
protoistorie a Daciei” (1926). The place become a
pilot archaeological station for the great historian's
entire opera. "We decided that before anything else to
dig the proto-historical site from Piscul Crasanilor,
for the characteristic position that it has in the
Walachia plain ", wrote Parvan. He also mentioned:
"The settlement from Piscul Crdsanilor, strongly
connected to the forest settlements like Tinosul,
advanced in steppe only with the help of lalomita, who
constituted a great navigable artery (...) E-V and V-E
directly with Danube. Crasanii formed naturally a
crossroads: the E-V Greek-Getic road, of the water,
with N-S Iranian road of the steppe".




Urmele de dimensiuni impresionante ale cetatii
getice de la Piscul Crasani, descoperite In punctele
Delus, Platou si Lutarie, care demonsteaza existenta
in cursul secolelor II-I 1.e.n. a uneia dintre cele mai
infloritoare asezari geto-dacice din Muntenia, cu un
statut politic proeminent si desfasurdnd o viatd
economicd prospera pana in timpul domniei lui
Burebista, l-au determinat pe Vasile Parvan sa
propund, pentru prima data, localizarea la Piscul
Crasani a legendarei cetéti Helis (cf. grec. Helios -
zeul Soarelui) a lui Dromichete (Dromichaites).

De mentionat este faptul ca Piscul Crasani a fost
locuit din timpuri stravechi, Inca din epoca neolitica
existand aici o asezare apartinand culturii Boian,
intaritd i ea printr-un sant de aparare, descoperit la
circa 30 m sud de santul getic. Alte urme de locuire
dateaza din prima epoca a fierului. Arheologii au
descoperit strachini scunde de lut, incizate cu brauri
netede si linii crestate, ce infiasoara vasul ca niste
valuri, bordeie, un cimitir in care scheletele erau
ingopate 1n pozitie chircita, iar la capataiul mortilor
erau depuse vase cu ofrande, in care s-au pastrat
graunte carbonizate de alac §i mei.

Asezarea geticd propriu-zisa a aparut
catre sfarsitul sec. IV i.e.n. sau inceputul
celui urmator. La inceput era o asezare
modesta, nefortificata, dar care cu timpul,
datorita bogatiilor naturale ale locului
(rdu navigabil, peste, padure, pamant
fertil) si pozitiei strategice favorabile, ea
s-a dezvoltat foarte mult, ajungand ca in
cursul sec. II i.en., sa devina centrul
politico-administrativ, militar, economic
si cultural-religios al unei formatiuni
tribale, ce facea parte din marea federatie
de triburi getice din centrul si estul
Munteniei. Dava de la Piscul Crasani
reprezenta o adevarata cetate "naturala" si
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crestaturi i altele demonstreaza nivelul de civilizatie la care ajunsese populatia davei.




The Getic settlement appeared at the
end of the IV century B.C., or at the
beginning of the next one. In the beginning
it was a modest, unfortified settlement, but
in time, due to the natural riches of the
place (navigable river, fish, forest, fertile
land) and the favorable strategic position,
it developed a lot. In IT B.C. it became the
politico-administrative, military,
economical and cultural-religious center
of a tribe, which was a part of the great
confederation of Getic tribes from center
and East Walachia. The dava from Piscul
Crasani represented a real "natural"
fortification and included an acropolis
(fortified point, aristocracy seat and
refuge place for the population, in case of
danger) and opened settlements with
different stretching. The acropolis was on
,»Piscul Crasanilor", naturally defended on
East, North and West by deep, almost
vertical precipices that descended toward
Ialomita River. To the South they dug a
pretty deep trench that separated the
acropolis from the rest of the terrace on
which was the most important of the
settlements around the fortress. Other
opened settlements were at the foot of the
,wpeak", toward North-East, another at
approx. 800 m. toward East, on the
territory of the Copuzu village, and a third
one toward South. At approx. 1 km to the
south we can see several hills in which
were found some chieftains tombs.

== The traces of impressive dimensions of the the
Piscul Crasani Getic fortress, discovered in the points
Delus, Platou and Lutarie, that prove the existence,
during the II-I A.C. of one of the most flourishing
Geto-Dacic settlements in Walachia, with a prominent
political statute and developing a prosperous
economical life until Burebista's reign, determined
Vasile Parvan to propose for the first time the
localizing at Piscul Crasani of Dromichete
(Dromichaites)' legendary fortress Helis (cf. Greek.
Helios—god of the Sun).

‘We must mention the fact that Piscul Crasani was
inhabited from the most ancient times. In Neolithic
here existed a settlement belonging to Boian culture,
fortified by a defense trench, discovered 30 m south of
the Getic trench. Other inhabitance traces dates from
the first Iron Age. Archaeologists discovered short
loam bowls, incised with neat girdle and crenel lines,
that surrounded the vessel like waves. They also
discovered cottages, a cemetery in which bodies laid
in crouched position, at the head of the dead heads
were placed vessels with offerings, in which kept
burned seeds of spelt and millet.

The great quantity of archaeological material picked in diggings illustrate the
richness and the diversity of the inhabitant's occupations. They practiced agriculture
and raising animals that ensured the mains food source and the necessary products for
trade. A significant development had handicrafts, the most important ones being
pottery and processing metals. They made coarse ceramics for cooking, and fine
ceramics, worked at wheel, in traditional forms or imitated after Hellenic vessel. A
special mention deserve the goblets with relief décor, worked on spot, with original
model, different from the ones made in other centers from Walachia Plain. Among the
metals they worked copper, bronze and silver, as proves jewelry and iron tools and
weapons discovered (fine bronze and iron chisels, melting pots of burned loam for
casting metal etc.). Very interesting are Nicolae Conovici's mentions about the great
quantity of cult and magic objects discovered in the sacred area from Piscul Crasani.
The shrine decorated with solar motifs, the vessel for offerings, with ram or goat's head
on the lid, short-necked bottles for libations, rython in form of a horn, decorated with a
horse's head, bowls with birds heads, female idols, amulets made of lamb and sheep
anklebones, magic tools, made of a bone tube with a wide side, in which kept little
stones for disenchantments, bread or cake forms decorated with crenels and others
demonstrate the civilization level attained by the inhabitants of the davei.




Piscul Crasani, era totodatd, un puternic centru
unde se desfasurau importante tranzactii comerciale,
atat cu neamurile geto-dace vecine, cat si cu lumea sud-
dundreand, tracici si greco-romand. in sprijinul acestei
afirmatii stau monedele descoperite in asezarile de la
Crasani si Copuzu, care sunt monede getice locale sau
sud-dunarene, dar si monede provenind din Thasos,
Macedonia Prima, Dyrrhachium, Tomis si Imperiul
roman. Monedele getice erau din argint, specifice
uniunii de triburi getice din Campia Munteniei i lor li
se adaugda monedele divizionare de tip Alexandru cel

Starsitul existentei davei de la Crasani se plaseaza la mijlocul
secolului I i.e.n., cand asezarile deschise si acropola au fost distruse
de un incendiu puternic, probabil in urma expeditiei la nord de
Dundre a generalului roman Sextus Aelius Calus, guvernator al
Moesiei. Memoria afectiva a oamenilor retine legenda ca la Piscul
Crasani ar fi venit chiar Sfantul Apostol Andrei, In stradania lui de a-i
aduce pe locuitorii acestei cetiti la credinta In Hristos si ca in apa
lalomitei, apostolul i-a botezat pe dacii coborati din Cetatea Soarelui,
Helis. In timpul navilirilor barbare, populatia geto-daca din cetate nu
a disparut, ci s-a retras la poalele Piscului, intr-o regiune protejata de

Mare-Filip III, batute de getii de la sud de Dunire,
precum si monedele din bronz ale cetatii Tomis,
databile la sfarsitul sec. II 1.e.n., care demonstreaza
legaturile comerciale care se faceau de-a lungul
lalomitei si, de aici, pe Dunére, in Dobrogea si in
cetatile de pe tarmul Marii Negre. Afirmatia este
sustinutd si de descoperirea a numeroase produse
provenind din import: amfore de Thasos, Rhodos,
Sinope, Cos, ceramica si sticlarie elenistica de lux, un
candelabru italic din bronz cu trei brate, figurine
elenistice din bronz si lut etc.

tufisuri si paduri dese.

In legitura cu numele antic al davei de la Crisani nu existi o
unanimitate de puncte de vedere. Cele mai multe insa acceptd
propunerea lui Vasile Parvan, care admitea posibilitatea ca Piscul
Crasani sa fie identificat cu Helis, cetatea in care, dupa izvoarele
antice, Dromichete, regele getilor ordessensi din Campia
Munteniei, l-a adus ca prizonier pe regele macedonean Lisimah,
esuat In doud campanii Impotriva regelui get. Alti cercetatori vad o
legatura etimologica intre Helis din “pustiul getic” si Helibakia,
vechiul nume grecesc al raului Ialomita, intuind ca zona in care
Talomita se varsd in Dundre constituia un punct strategic in
antichitate si este plauzibil ca acolo sa se fi aflat resedinta regelui
get. Aceastd interpretare este sustinutd si de  argumentele
descoperite in textele de pe placile de plumb de la Sinaia, multe fiind
identificate ca fiind de la cetatea Helis. In una din ele apare
toponimul ,,Elya”, asociat cu numele lui Dromichete, iar in placa nr.
120, unde sunt enumerati hiliarhii (generalii) lui Burebista impreuna
cu cetatile pe care le stapaneau la doud secole dupa Dromichete, se
aratd ca Orolio, unul dintre cei trei hiliarhi principali (alaturi de
Dapygeo si Zoraseo), este stapan la « Elya », care nu putea fi decat
Helis.




The end of the Crasani dava places at the middle of the I century
B.C., when the opened settlements and the acropolis were destroyed
by a powerful fire, probably after the expedition north of Danube of
the Roman general Sextus Aelius Calus, governor of Moesiei. Men's
affective memory remember the legend that at Piscul Crasani came
Saint Apostle Andrei himself, in his attempt to bring the fortress's
inhabitants to the faith of Christ and in the water of Alumina the
apostle baptized the Dacians from the Sun Fortress, Helis. During the
barbarian invasions, the Geto-Dacian population from the fortress did
not disappeared, but retired at the peak's foot, in a region protected by
bushes and thick forests.

=< Piscul Crasani, was an important center in which
developed important commercial transactions with
Geto-Dacic neighbors and with South-Danube, Tracic
and Greek-Roman world. A strong proof are the coins
discovered in the settlements from Crasani and
Copuzu, which are local Getic or south-Danube coins,
but also coins from Thasos, Macedonia Prima,
Dyrrhachium, Tomis and the Roman Empire. The
silver Getic coins were specific for the union of tribes
from Walachia Plain and to them added the divisionary
coins Alexander the Great-Filip III type, issued by the
Gets south of Danube, and the Tomis fortress bronze

coins, dating from the end of the IT century B.C. The

last ones demonstrate the commercial connections
along Ilalomita and, from here, on Danube, in
Dobrudja and in the fortresses from the Black Sea
shore. This affirmation is also supported by the
discovery of numerous import products: amphora of
Thasos, Rhodos, Sinope, Cos, Hellenic luxury
ceramics and glass, an Italic bronze chandelier with
three arms, Hellenic bronze and loam figurines etc.

Concerning the Crasani dava's ancient name, there is not a
unanimity of the points of view. Most of them accept Vasile Parvan's
proposal, who accepted the possibility that Piscul Crasani might be
identified with Helis, the fortress where, after the ancient sources,
Dromichete, king of the Ordessensi Gets from the Walachia Plain,
held prisoner the Macedonian king Lisimah, who failed in two
campaigns against the Get king. Other researchers see an
etymologic connection between Helis from the “Getic wasteland”
and Helibakia, the ancient Greek name of Ialomita river, intuiting
that the area where Ialomita flows into the Danube was in Antiquity
an important strategic point and is very likely that there was the
residence of the Get king. This interpretation is sustained by the
arguments discovered in the texts from the lead plates from Sinaia,
many of them being identified with fortress Helis. In one of them
appears the toponymic ,,Elya”, associated with Dromichete's name,
and in the plate no. 120, where are mentioned the Burebista's
hiliarhs (generals) and the fortresses that they owed two centuries
after Dromichete, we see that Orolio, one of the three main hiliarhi
(next to Dapygeo and Zoraseo), is master at « Elya », that could only
beHelis.




DROMICHETE
$1 LEGENDELE CETATII HELIS

Asezarea de la Piscul Crasani era locuita de
geto-daci, populatie consideratd de lumea antica
ramura nordica a marelui neam al tracilor, care
traiau in triburi si uniuni de triburi pe malurile
Istrului, de la Carpati si pina in Balcani.

in secolele TV-III fi.e.n., triburile getilor
ordessensi din Campia Munteniei, care constituiau
aproape un regat, erau conduse de una dintre marile
capetenii ale vremii sale, al carui nume istoria l-a
retinut, si anume regele Dromichete, personalitate
vestitd atat prin insusirile sale militare, cat si prin
generozitatea siintelepciunea sapolitica.

Regatul get al lui Dromichete avea resedinta in
cetatea Helis si era un tip clasic de democratie
militard, condusa de un sef militar cu atributii clare si
de necontestat. Puterea, influenta si nivelul de
dezvoltare la care ajunsesera getii ordessensi pot fi
deduse si din rivalitatea existentd Intre puterea
macedoneand, reprezentatd mai intdi de Alexandru
cel Mare si apoi de Lisimah si getii din nordul
Dunarii, pentru asigurarea frontierei Thraciei pe linia
Dunarii de Jos. De asemenea, extinderea influentei
lui Dromichete asupra sudului Dunérii, precum si
ajutorul dat de geti oraselor pontice rasculate
impotriva lui Lisimah sunt dovezi ale unei puteri
incontestabile, care nu se putea baza decat pe o
dezvoltare si organizare deosebitd a acestei
comunitati getice. Nu 1n ultimul rand, fastul
ospatului cu care a fost onorat Lisimach, dupa cum
spun izvoarele istorice, dar si legendara caleasca de
aur a lui Dromichete, care s-ar afla Ingropata intr-un
loc nedescoperit nici astdzi si care inflicareaza
mintile cautatorilor de comori, devin si ele
sustinatoare ale infloririi, bogatiei i potentialului
economic si militar al regatului get cu capitala la
Helis.

Unul din obiectivele lui Alexandru cel Mare era sd asigure Thraciei
stabilitatea frontierei de-a lungul cursului inferior al Dunarii, la granita
cu geto-dacii din Campia Munteniei. Printre cei mai buni generali ai lui
Alexandru cel Mare si prieten din copilarie al lui, a fost macedoneanul
Lisimah (Lysimachos). Devenit dupa moartea acestuia rege al Traciei
balcanice, Lisimah a continuat politica intaririi granitei cu geto-dacii de la
Dunirea de Jos. In acelasi timp, rascoala oraselor de la Pontul Euxin
impotriva lui Lisimah si ajutorul dat de geti acestora, a insemnat, in jurul
anului 300 i.e.n., organizarea unei prime expeditii impotriva asezarilor
geto-dace, Incredintata de Lisimah fiului sau, Agatocles. Expeditia s-a
sfarsit nefericit pentru fiul regelui Thraciei balcanice, Agatocles cazand
chiar el prizonier si fiind tinut in captivitate aproape opt ani. Din
relatarile lui Diodor din Sicilia rezulta ca, in anul 292 i.e.n., Inteleptul
rege Dromichete l-a incarcat de daruri pe Agatocles si l-a eliberat din
captivitate, sperand ca tatdl acestuia va intelege o asemenea marinimie ca
un gest de a inceta conflictele rizboinice, de bund vecinatate, precum si de
a-ifiretrocedate cetatile si teritoriile de pe malurile Dunarii de Jos.

Trufas si departe de a intelege gestul lui Dromichete, cu fiul teafar siin
libertate, Lisimah a organizatin anul urmator, 291 i.e.n., 0 noua campanie
de pedepsire, trecand in persoana Dunarea, in fruntea unei numeroase
osti. Spera ca inaintand mult si rapid Tn Campia Baraganului sa-si asigure
victoria asupra getilor condusi de Dromichete. Dar regele get si-a dovedit
inventivitatea si iscusinta tactica, folosindu-se cu dibacie de specificitatea
tinutului arid de stepa. Se spune chiar cd, pentru a-si desavarsi tactica,
Dromichete a trimis un capitan din oastea sa, pe nume Seuthes, care,
prezentandu-se drept dezertor si castigand increderea lui Lisimah, a reusit
sd-1 atragd pe macedoneni in locurile singuratice si greu de umblat ale
stepei, lipsite de apa si de hrana. Istovita si ratacita, infometata si Insetata,
incercuitd si atacatd permanent si prin surprindere de  getii lui
Dromichete, armata macedoneana n-a mai avut nici o cale de retragere si
de rezistenta, sfarsind prin a depune armele in fata Invingatorilor. Astfel,
Lisimah, unul dintre cei mai straluciti regi elenistici, care participase la
toate glorioasele campanii ale lui Alexandru cel Mare din Asia, devenea
prizonierul getilor lui Dromichete si, aldturi de numerosi captivi, era dus
la Helis, cetatea de scaun a regelui get. Plutarch a consemnat ca imediat
dupa capitulare si dupa cateva zile in care a rabdat de sete, Lisimah a cerut
sd i se dea sd bea apd. Sorbind cu nesat apa proaspatd oferita de
invingatorii sai, Lisimah ar fi exclamat: "Pentru cat de mica pldacere am
ajuns rob dinrege ce eram!"




== DROMICHETE
AND THE LEGENDS OF HELIS

The settlement from Piscul Crasani was
inhabited by Geto-Dacians, a population
considered by the antique world the northern
branch of the great family of the Tracs, who lived
in tribes and unions of tribes on the Istru shores,
from the Carpathians to the Balkans.

In the IV - III centuries B.C., the Gets

Ordessensi tribe from Valachia Plain, who
almost constituted a kingdom, were leaded by
one of the greatest leaders of those times. History
remembered his name, Dromichete, a famous
personality due to his military skills and to his
generosity and political wisdom.

Dromichete's Get kingdom had the residence
at Helis fortress and was a classic type of
military democracy, leaded by a military chief
with clear and uncontestable attributions. The
power, the influence and development level that
the Gets Orsessensi reached can be observed
from the existing rivalry between the
Macedonian power, represented first by
Alexander the Great, then by Lisimah, and the
Gets north of Danube, to ensure Thracia's border
on the Lower Danube line. The extension of
Dromichete's influence over south Danube and
the help the Gets gave to the Pontic cities
revolted against Lisimah are proofs of
incontestable power, that could only base on the
special development and organization of the
Getic community. Last but not least, the fast of
the feast Lisimah was honored with, as the
historical sources say, but also Dromichete's
legendary golden calash that now is buried in an
unknown place and that inflames the minds of
the treasure seekers, become proofs of the
flourishing, rich and economical and military
potential of the Get kingdom, with the capital at
Helis.

One of Alexander the Great's objectives was to ensure for Thracia the
border stability along the Danube inferior course, at the border with the Geto-
Dacian from Walachia Plain. Among Alexander's best generals and a friend
from childhood was the Macedonian Lisimah (Lysimachos). Become after
his death king of Balkan Thracia, Lisimah continued the politics to
strengthen the Geto-Dacic border from Lower Danube. In the same time, the
revolt of the cities from Pont Euxin against Lisimah and the Getic help
determined the organization, around 300 B.C., of the first expedition against
the Geto-Dacic settlements, entrusted by Lisimah to his son, Agatocles. The
expedition ended in an unfortunate way for the king of Thracic Balkans's son,
Agatocles himself falling in captivity for almost eight years. From Diodor
from Sicily's tellings, results that in the year 292 B.C., the wise king
Dromichete covered Agatocles with gifts and released him from his
captivity, hoping that his father will understand such magnanimity as a
gesture of ending the warrior conflicts. He also hoped to get back the
fortresses and the territories from the Lower Danube shores.

Arrogant and far from understanding Dromichete's gesture, with a free
and safe son, Lisimah organized in the following year, 291 B.C., a new
punishing campaign, crossing Danube himself at the head of a big army. He
hoped that, advancing rapidly in the Baragan Plain to ensure the victory over
Dromichete's Gets. But the Get king proved his inventiveness and tactic
skills using skillfully the specificity of the steppe arid land. They even say
that, in order to perfect his tactics, Dromichete send one of his army captains,
Seuthes, who, presenting himself as a deserter and winning Lisimah's trust,
managed to attract the Macedonians in the steppe solitary and hard to cross
places, with no water and food. Tired and lost, starved and thirsty,
surrounded and permanently attacked by surprise by Dromichete's Gets, the
Macedonian army had no way of retreat and resistance, ending by
capitulating the weapons in front of the winners. Lisimah, one of the greatest
Hellenic kings, who took part at all Alexander the Great's glorious
campaigns in Asia, was captive of Dromichete's Gets and, along with other
prisoners, taken to Helis, the residence of the Get king. Plutarch mentioned
that immediately after capitulation and a few days of thirst, Lisimah asked
for water. Sipping insatiably the fresh water offered by his conquerors,
Lisimah is said to have exclaimed: "For such a small pleasure I turned from a
great kingto a slave!"”




La Helis, diadohul macedonean a fost tratat cu
toate onorurile, Dromichete dovedindu-se nu
numai un bun comandant de oaste, ci i un abil
diplomat. Diodor din Sicilia relateaza despre un
moment specific democratiei militare din acele
vremuri, cand poporul inarmat, care 1si
primejduise viata in lupta, revendica dreptul de a
hotari soarta dusmanilor capturati i, mai ales, a
capeteniilor acestora. "Getii incepurad sa strige si
sa ceard ca regele prins in lupta sa fie adus
Inaintea lor §i pedepsit cu moartea. Dromichaites,
impotrivindu-se la pedepsirea regelui le-a spus cd
este in interesul lor ca omul sa ramdnda neatins.
Cdci daca el ar fi ucis, numaidecat alti regi vor
ocupa domnia lui Lisimah si vor fi pentru ei o
primejdie i mai mare decdt Lisimah. Dimpotrivd,
daca ar scapa, el va purta recunostinta getilor, iar
cetdtile, cate mai inainte fuseserd in stapdnirea
getilor, le vor castiga din nou fard nici un pericol".
Scena este tipica pentru o democratie militara.

Cu mare diplomatie §i argumente intelepte,
Dromichete a izbutit sa linisteasca furia
razboinicilor sai biruitori §i sd-i convinga ca, n
locul unei porniri de razbunare sdngeroasd, mai
buna este tratarea cu omenie a invadatorilor si o
pace favorabila cu ei.

Istoricul antic Diodor din Sicilia povesteste si
ca Dromichete i-a invitat pe regele Thraciei si pe
apropiatii sdi la un ospat de impacare, cu doua
mese. Pentru regele captiv si insotitorii sdi a fost
asezatd o masa deosebit de luxoasa, pregatitd cu
fastul obisnuit la curtile elenistice, bogatd in
mancaruri, cu bauturi alese, cu vase si tacamuri
din aur §i argint. Cealalta masa pregatita pentru
geti era cumpatatd §i saracacioasda, Dromichete
insusi, mpreuna cu capeteniile sale, servind
mancaruri simple, din vase de lut, iar vinul il beau
din cupe de lemn si ,,precum era obiceiul la geti*,
cum spune Diodor, din cornuri de vita, adica
celebrul rython.

Lasandu-i pe macedoneni sa se ospateze, dar sa
si vada deosebirea evidenta dintre cele doud mese,
Dromichete a ridicat paharul sdu din corn de vita si
l-a indreptat spre cupa de aur a lui Lisimah,
intrebandu-1 care dintre cele doud mese i se parea
mai demna de un rege. ,Fireste, a mace-
donenilor!“, a raspuns Lisimah. Mustrandu-1 cu
blandete, Dromichete i-a zis: “Atuncide ce ai lasat
acasd la tine un trai atdt de placut si de stralucit §i
te-ai apucat sa vii la niste barbari cu viata aspra,
intr-o tard fard roade ingrijite, batutd iarna de
geruri si de crivdt, unde nici o oaste straind nu
poate scdpa teafara?” Recunoscandu-si greseala
si nesocotinta sa, dar apreciind si bunavointa cu
care a fost tratat, Lisimah a spus ca va ramane
pentru totdeauna prietenul getilor, incheind o pace
solemna, cu acceptarea conditiilor lui Dromichete.
Mai mult, pacea a fost Intarita printr-o césatorie
dinastica, Dromichete luand-o in casatorie pe fata
lui Lisimah. Toti macedonenii captivi au fost
eliberati, iar aceastd pilduitoare lectie de
diplomatie, intelepciune si abilitate politica a
creat uniunii triburilor getice de la Dunarea de Jos
posibilitatea de a intra Intr-un contact si mai strans
cu lumea si civilizatia elenisticd si de a accelera
progresele culturii geto-dace.

RITURI S1 MITURI LA CRASANI

Aminteam despre posibilitatea ca Sfantul Andrei sé fi fost in trecerea
sa de misionar crestin si la Piscul Crasani. Poate ca o reminiscentd a
acelor timpuri, la Copuzu, si numai aici, se pastreaza un ritual aparte care
se desfisoard la miezul noptii de inviere. Existd credinta ci oamenii
suferinzi se pot tamadui printr-un ritual de schimbare a numelui, savarsit
intr-un loc din cimitir situat in dreptul altarului bisericii. In Saptiméana
Mare a Pastelui, bolnavii aduc la bisericd o oala noua de lut, cu apa
neinceputd, care se pastreazi pand in Sdmbita Invierii sub masa
altarului. Suferinzii care vor sa se insdndtoseasca isi cautd in sat un
"nas", care trebuie sa fie in mod obligatoriu ortodox si de acelasi sex. La
miezul noptii de inviere, dupa ce preotul rosteste "Veniti de luati
lumina!", in locul tainic din afara bisericii, “nasul” il dezbraca pe "fin" de
haine, il uda cu apa neinceputa, il imbraca intr-o panza alba si in haine
noi. Apoi, “nasul” i rosteste “finului” numai un nume nou, neaparat de
sfant, fara nici o altd formula religioasa. Credinta acestui ritual este ca
prin noul "botez" si prin schimbarea numelui, boala este pacalita si ea 1l
va cauta pe omul cu numele vechi si il va lasa n pace pe cel nou botezat.
Tulburatorul obicei de la Copuzu aminteste de practica vechilor
catehumeni din biserica primelor veacuri crestine, care primeau botezul
doar lamarile sarbatori ale crestinatatii.

Tot in cimitirul de la Copuzu, ca intr-o adevarata arca a salvarii, se
afld o multine de cruci de piatrd, de toate formele si marimile. Se gasesc
aici cruci pitice, stand parca sub ocrotitoarele aripi de piatra ale crucilor
mari, cruci cu pui, pentru parinti si copii, cruci Ingemanate, pentru sot si
sotie, cruci cu slove slavonesti nedeslusite, cruci acoperite cu licheni
aurii, cruci ce poartd monogramul lui Cristos, dar i cruci cu rozetd solara
si cu pomul vietii. Aici, ca si in tot Baraganul, crucile veneau de departe,
gata cioplite, in carute trase de boi si de aceea poate, ele erau numite
“crucile cdlatoare”. La ceasul sarbatorilor crestine, cand peste crucile de
la Copuzu cad bocete, miros de tamaie, lumina lumanarilor si cantari
religioase, localnicii spun ca parca aud, cateodatd, rasunand in vazduh,
rugdciunile getilor, ca un semn tainic, venind din lumea de dincolo si
plutind neverosimil peste cdmpia cea sfanta de pe malul alomitei.




== RITS AND MITHS AT CRASANI

We mentioned the possibility that St. Andrei to have come as
Christian missionary at Piscul Crasani. Maybe as a reminiscence of those
times, at Copuzu and only there, keeps a special ritual that takes place al
the middle of the Resurrection night. There is the belief that suffering
people can heal in the ritual of changing the name that takes place in a
cemetery placed next to the church altar. In the Easter Great Week, the ill
take to church a new loam pot, with new water that keeps under the altar
table until the Resurrection Saturday. The sick men who want to get
better, seek in the village a “godfather” who must be Orthodox and from
the same gender. At the middle of the Resurrection night, after the priest
say "Come to take light!", in the sacred place outside the church, the
“godfather” undresses the "fine", wets him with new water, dresses him
in white linen and new clothes. Then, the “godfather” tells the “fine” only
anew name, necessarily saint, with no other religious formula. The belief
of this ritual is that by the new “baptize” and by changing the name, the
illness is tricked and it will search the man with the ancient name and will
leave alone the new baptized one. The troubling habit from Copuzu
reminds of the ancient catechumen practice from the church of the first
Christian centuries, who received baptism only on the great Christian
holidays.

In the Copuzu cemetery, like in a real salvation arch, are many stone
crosses, of all sizes and forms. Here we find small crosses, standing
under the protective wings of the big stone crosses, crosses with
younglings, for parents and children, twin crosses, for husband and wife,
crosses with obscure Slavonic letters, crosses covered with golden
lichen, crosses that bear the Christ monogram, but also crosses with solar
rose and the tree of life. Here, like in all Baraganul, the crosses came from
far away, already chopped, in carts pulled by ox and maybe this is why
they were named “traveling crosses”. At the Christian holidays, when
over the Copuzu crosses fall wailings, incense smell, the light of candles
and religious songs, the locals say that they can hear in the air the Gets
prayers, as a secret sign, coming from the underworld and floating
improbably over the saint plain on Alumina shore.

| CA | £ 1

At Helis, the Macedonian diadoh was treated
with all honors, Dromichete proving not only a
good army commander, but also a skillful
diplomat. Diodor from Sicily narrates about a
specific moment of those times military
democracy, when the armed people, who
endangered its life in battle, claimed the right to
decide the fate of the captured enemies and
especially of their chiefs. "The Gets begun to
shout and to ask for king captured in battle to be
brought before them and punished with death.
Dromichaites, objected to the king punishment
and told them it was in their interest for the man
to remain untouched. If he was killed,
immediately other kings would have taken
Lisimah's throne and for them it would have been
a greater threat than Lisimah. On the contrary, if
he was to be released, he will always bear the
Get's gratitude, and the fortresses that once had
been in the Get's administration, will have again
with no danger. ". The scene is typical for a
demonstration of a military democracy.

With great diplomacy and wise arguments,
Dromichete managed to cool down his winning
warriors anger and to convince them that, instead
of a bloody revenge, it is better to treat with
humanity the invaders and to conclude peace
with them.

The antic historian Diodor of Sicily tells us
that Dromichete invited the Thracian king and his
intimates to a conciliation feast, with two tables.
Forthe captive king and his intimates he arranged
a very pompous table, prepared with the usual
luxury of the Hellenic courts, rich food, selected
drinks, gold and silver vessel and table linen. The
other table, prepared for the Gets, was temperate
and poorly prepared, Dromichete himself, along
with his captains, serving simple food, from loam
vessel, and drank wine from wooden cups and,
"as it was the Gets tradition", says Diodor, from
cattle horns, the famous rython.

Leaving the Macedonians to feast, but also to
see the obvious difference between the two
tables, Dromichete raised his horn cup and
directed it toward Lisimah's gold cup, asking
which one of the two tables seemed more worthy
of aking to him. ”Of course, the Macedonians!”
answered Lisimah. Gently reproving him,
Dromichete said: "Then why did you leave home
such a pleasant and brilliant life and came to
some barbarians with rough life, in a country
without cared fruits, beaten at winter by frost and
icy winds, where no foreign army can escape?”
Recognizing his mistake and recklessness and
appreciating the goodwill he has treated with,
Lisimah said he shall forever remain the Get's
friend, closing a solemn peace, with
Dromichete's conditions. Moreover, the peace
strengthened by a dynastic marriage, Dromichete
marrying Lisimah's daughter. All captive
Macedonians were freed. This meaningful
political diplomacy, wisdom and ability lesson
gave the Getic union of tribes from Lower
Danube the possibility to have a closer contact
with the Hellenic world and civilization and to
accelerate the progress of the Geto-Dacian
culture.




MANASTIREA
BALACIU

in apropierea Piscului Crisani, pe
malul stang al lalomitei, se afla si un alt
obiectiv de interes religios, cultural si
turistic, Manastirea Balaciu. Izvoarele
evului mediu timpuriu consemneaza
existenta unui gir intreg de comunitati de
mosneni, de-a lungul malului drept al
Ialomitei, in secolul al XIV-lea. Crasani
apare cu prima atestare la 9 septembrie
1579, prin care voievodul Mihnea
Turcitul intarea acolo ocind lui Dan si
d Fiera, nepotii logofatului Stan. in jurul
e ; . o o
anului 1800, pe mosia boierilor

L S . o . .
g Pitesteanu (sau Pitisteanu), exista si
ost biserica satului, cu hramul Adormirea
la Maicii Domnului. Biserica a fost
tul construitd intre anii 1821-1841, avand
e drept ctitori pe Neacsu Pitesteanu si sotia
lui sa, Ecaterina. Mai tirziu, in anul 1869,
au nora acestora, Maria Pitesteanu si sotia
fostului ocarmuitor (prefect) al judetului

lalomita, Constantin Pitesteanu, a
asigurat efectuarea unor lucrari de
reparatii ale lacasului de cult.

Dupa anul 1990, prin stradania unui comitet de
initiativda §i a Asociatiei ,,Prietenii Manastirii
Pitesteanu”, precum si cu fonduri de la Comisia
Nationald a Monumentelor Istorice, Mandstirea
Balaciu a fost remtemelata 1ncepand cu 28 august

B3Sh Galactlon Episcopul Alexandrlel 51
Teleormanului.




ing of lalomita river and the village flooding
BALACIU to move the village Pitesteanu (or Lower Balaciu) 4

ecinct, only the church remaining on the ancient
MONASTERY

‘onstanta's bishop P.S. Gherontie Nicolau made a
dgan. Finding out about the left church from

== (Close to Piscul Crasani, on the left | to found a monastery, whose foundation was
shore of ITalomitei, there is another Orthodox Church Saint Synod on 29 May 1929. The
objective of religious, cultural and d by P.S. Episcop Gherontie Nicolau (1867-1948)
tourist objective, Balaciu Monastery. the foundation to the year 1942. In this year the
The Medieval Age sources mention | the monastic settlements to bear the name of live
the existence of an entire community ne settlement named the Monastery saint Mary
of mosneni, along the right bank of me kept until its abolition, in the year 1961 and
Talomita, in the XIV century. Crisani ling in the year 1991.

appears as a first attesting on 9
September 1579, in which voivode
Mihnea Turcitul strengthened estate
for Dan and Fiera, Chancellor Stan's 1936-1939, inside the monastery functioned the
nephew. Around 1800, on the estate of ool ,,Bishop Gherontie”, came from Constanta
the Pitesteanu boyards (or Pitisteanu), idia.

existed village church, with the Saint ment formed by church and the monastery houses
Mary Dormition. The church was irthquake from 10 November 1940. With a fond

buolt between 1821-1841, having as ture and Cults Ministry it will be repaired until the
founders Neacsu Pitesteanu and his ear. The prolonged draught from the years 1946-
wife, Ecaterina. Later on, in 1869, arvests imposed by the Communist authorities and
their daughter in law, Maria Pitesteanu onastery estate, but mostly the Decree no. 510/1959

and the former lalomita prefect's wife, e, leaded to the abolition of the Monastery Balaciu
Constantin Pitesteanu ensured some 961. Until the year 1989, the monastery was in the
restoration works on the cult peration patrimony, being transformed into spaces
settlement. so, the construction was demolished, the church

remained in the field, like a resistance and faith
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